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Glossary?

Accelerators
For-profit incubator that support start-ups with funding and other services in exchange for equity.

Apps
Software application developed for a digital device. The term is often associated with the applications that
run on mobile phones.

Artificial intelligence

Al (Artificial intelligence) is an area of computer science that emphasizes the creation of intelligent machines
that work and react like humans. An advanced computer programming language aimed at enabling
computers to emulate the human mode of reasoning.

Big Data
Extremely large data sets and the analytical methods used to systematically evaluate the data they contain.

Blockchain

A structure for storing data in which groups of valid transactions, called blocks, form a chronological chain,
with each block cryptographically linked to the previous one. A digital list of records in which transactions
are recorded in ‘blocks’ and linked using cryptography. When the blocks are filled with data, they are ‘sealed’
and added to the blockchain chronologically in a manner that is verifiable and cannot be altered without the
consensus of a majority of participants.

Brain drain
Emigration of trained or qualified persons, resulting in a depletion of skilled labour in a given country.

Brain gain
Immigration of trained or qualified persons to a given country, i.e. a destination country. Also known as
reverse brain drain.

Circular migration

The fluid movement of people between countries, including temporary or long-term movement, which may
be beneficial to all involved, if the movement occurs voluntarily and is linked to the labour needs of origin
countries and destination countries

Crowdfunding
The collective effort of individuals who network and pool their money, usually via the internet, to support an
entrepreneur’s business.

Crowdsourcing
Outsourcing of tasks or larger projects to a distributed group of people.

Data Protection | Digital Privacy
Data protection is about individuals’ entitlement to decide how their data are used, how to maintain their
privacy and how to protect themselves against the misuse of their data (e.g. by companies or governments).

Decent work

1Sources: EU, ILO, IMF, FAO, ODI, Ibrahim Foundation, OECD (SWAC), ITU, UNPF, UNCTAD, GIZ, ODI, MIT,
Google Digital Garage, Gartner and World Bank.




Decent work is productive work performed in conditions of freedom, equity, security and human dignity, to
which women and men have access on equal terms. Decent work is the converging focus of all the ILO’s
four strategic objectives: the promation of rights at work, employment, social protection, and social dialogue.

Demographic dividend

The demographic dividend is the low dependency ratio that develops for several decades during the course
of the demographic transition. It describes populations that have experienced several decades of fertility
decline and contain a large proportion of young adults relative to children or elderly people as a result of
the early stages of population ageing. This is described as a dividend as it can promote an increase in the
investment rate and rapid economic growth.

Demographic transition

The demographic transition is the process by which populations move from high mortality and fertility rates,
to low mortality and fertility rates as a country develops from a pre-industrial to an industrialized economic
system. This is typically demonstrated through a demographic transition model. As fertility decline often
lags behind mortality decline, there is an intermediate phase in the middle of the transition characterised
by high growth rates.

Digitalization (digitalisation)
The use of digital technologies to change a business model and provide new revenue and value-producing
opportunities; it is the process of moving to a digital business.

Digital Divide
The divide between people with or without the opportunity to use ICT like the internet. This may be due to
a lack of technical access or know-how or the unavailability of suitable services.

Digital Finance
The use of digital technologies in the financial sector, e.g. for transferring money or offering credit, savings
or insurance products.

Distributed ledger technology (DLT)

A system, most commonly a blockchain, for creating a shared, cryptographically secured database. An
umbrella term used to describe technologies that allow information or records to be transferred and updated
by network participants, and facilitate this in a trustworthy, secure and efficient way without necessarily
being controlled and administrated by a central party that is known and trusted by every participant.

Drones | Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV)
Drones, or unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV), are vehicles that fly either autonomously or by remote control.

E-Agriculture
The use of digital technologies in agriculture.

E-commerce
Commercial trade of products and services over electronic or digital means, like the Internet

E-commerce platform

A software program or application that gives businesses the ability to sell online. E-commerce platforms
vary in specific features, but generally include product information displayed to website visitors, customer
account management, shopping cart and checkout processes, product search capabilities and order
management, among other features.

Economic migration

Movement of persons from one country to another, or within their own country of residence, for the purpose
of employment or for purely economic reasons. Economic, or labour, migration is addressed by most States
in their migration laws. Some States take an active role in regulating outward labour migration and seeking
opportunities for their nationals abroad.



Economic structural transformation
The reallocation of economic activity away from the least productive sectors of the economy to the more
productive ones.

Emigration
Emigration is the movement of people from a national population of interest to a different country on a long-
term basis that results in a change in their country of usual residence.

Employment
Persons in employment comprise all persons above a specified age who during a specified brief period,
either one week or one day, were in the following categories: paid employment; self-employment.

Enterprise resources management (ERM)
A business method that addresses an organization’s relationships with all of its constituencies (customers,
partners, suppliers, employees, etc.). ERM goes beyond customer relationship management (CRM).

Farming system

A population of individual farm systems that have broadly similar resource bases, enterprise patterns,
household livelihoods and constraints, and for which similar development strategies and interventions
would be appropriate. Depending on the scale of analysis, a farming system can encompass a few dozen
or many millions of households.

Foreign direct investment

Foreign investment establishes a lasting interest in or effective management control over an enterprise.
Foreign direct investment can include buying shares of an enterprise in another country, reinvesting
earnings of a foreign- owned enterprise in the country where it is located, and parent firms extending loans
to their foreign affiliates. International Monetary Fund (IMF) guidelines consider an investment to be a
foreign direct investment if it accounts for at least 10% of the foreign firm's voting stock of shares.

Gender division of labour

The gender division of labour depends on the socio-economic and cultural context, and can be analyzed
by differentiating between productive and reproductive tasks as well as community-based activities,
including who does what, when, how, and for how long.

Geographic Information System (GIS)
A system that geographically pinpoints information, linking data to points on digital maps, for example.

Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

GDP is Gross domestic product. For a region, the GDP is "the market value of all the goods and services
produced by labor and property located in" the region, usually a country. It equals GNP minus the net inflow
of labor and property incomes from abroad.

Gross national product (GNP)

The value of all final goods and services produced in a country in one year (gross domestic product) plus
income that residents have received from abroad, minus income claimed by non-residents. GNP may be
much less than GDP if much of the income from a country's production flows to foreign persons or firms.
But if the people or firms of a country hold large amounts of the stocks and bonds of firms or governments
of other countries, and receive income from them, GNP may be greater than GDP.

Growth rate

A population’s growth rate is the ratio of growth in a given period to the mean population during that period.
Growth is the balance of births, deaths, in-migration, and out-migration during the period concerned as
stated by the balancing equation. The growth rate is usually calculated on an annual basis.

GSM


http://www.worldbank.org/depweb/english/beyond/global/glossary.html#25
http://www.worldbank.org/depweb/english/beyond/global/glossary.html#51
http://economics.about.com/cs/economicsglossary/g/gross_national.htm
http://www.worldbank.org/depweb/english/beyond/global/glossary.html#90
http://papp.iussp.org/sessions/glossary/glossary.html#balancing_equation

Global System for Mobile communications. European-developed digital mobile cellular standard. The most
widespread 2G digital mobile cellular standard, available in over 170 countries worldwide. For more
information see the GSM Association website at www.gsmworld.com/index.html.

Hackathon
Event where computer developers, graphic designers, and/or other experts come together to collaborate
and produce software projects, apps, and other solutions.

Hacker/maker space
Community-operated workspace where people with common interests meet and collaborate around
computers, technology, or digital art.

Household (as a production unit)

Households as production units are households producing goods for their own final use (e.g. subsistence
farmers and households engaged in do-it-yourself construction of their own dwellings), and those employing
paid domestic workers (maids, laundresses, watchmen, gardeners, drivers, and others).

Human resource management (HRM)
The management process of an organization’s human resources, encompassing employee recruitment,
selection, assessment and other functions.

Informal economy

The informal economy refers to all economic activities by workers and economic units that are — in law or
in practice — not covered or insufficiently covered by formal arrangements. Their activities are not included
in the law, which means that they are operating outside the formal reach of the law; or their activities are
not covered in practice, which means that — although they are operating within the formal reach of the law,
the law is not applied or not enforced; or the law discourages compliance, because it is inappropriate,
burdensome, or imposes excessive costs. Activities and income that are partially or fully outside
government regulation, taxation and observation.

ICT Infrastructure
ICT infrastructure is the part of a country’s infrastructure that enables ICT service provision.

Incubators
Programs that support start-ups through business support services and resources.

Industry 4.0: Networked Production

The vision of an ultra-modern, decentralised industrial production system based on digital technologies in
which smart designs and work pieces potentially communicate with machines, leading to self-optimising
production systems.

Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
Devices, infrastructure and programs for digitally processing, storing and/or transferring information.

Information Management System (IMS)
Software for gathering, organising and retrieving data.

Innovation Hubs
Working and meeting places for creative minds, scientists, start-ups and entrepreneurs.

Internet of Things (loT)
A network of diverse interlinked physical objects that communicate with each other by means of embedded
internet-enabled electronics.

Labour market


http://www.gsmworld.com/index.html

The labour market is the arena in which jobs and workers are matched, or where labour is exchanged for
wages or payment in kind, whereas the labour force comprises the supply of workers to that market. Strictly
speaking, the labour market is the context in which the labour force is constituted — the sea in which the
labour force swims, so to speak. But the labour force is necessarily shaped by trends in the labour market
(such as globalization and the informalization of labour).

The labour market and its institutions are not neutral, but reflect power relations in the economy and society
at large. Changes in the labour market are therefore gendered and produce changes in the gender structure
of the labour force, for instance in occupational segregation, women and men’s relative participation in
employment, and so on.

Mobile Communications
A technical system that uses radio waves for data and voice transmission, enabling people to communicate
whenever they are in range of a network signal.

Manufacturing, value added (% of GDP)
The value of the gross output of manufacturing, minus the value of intermediate goods and services
consumed in production.

M-Pesa
M-Pesa is an e-payment service developed and offered by mobile service provider Vodafone that enables
users to execute banking transactions over their mobile phone without any need for a bank account.

Precision farming

Management of farming practices that uses computers, satellite positioning systems, and remote sensing
devices to provide information on which enhanced decisions can be made. Sensors can determine
whether crops are growing at maximum efficiency, highly specific local environmental conditions can be
identified, and the nature and location of problems pinpointed. Information collected can be used to
produce maps showing variation in factors such as crop yield or soil nutrient status, and provides a basis
for decisions on, for example, seed rates and application of fertilisers and agrochemicals, as well for the
automatic guidance of equipment.

Rural nonfarm economy (RNFE)

The rural non-farm economy may be defined as comprising all those activities associated with waged work
or self-employment in income generating activities (including income in-kind) that are not agricultural but
which generate income (including remittances etc.) in rural areas.

Smartphones
A mobile phone with computer functionalities.

Tech Startups
Startups are fledgling enterprises intent on developing and marketing innovative business ideas.

Underemployment

Underemployment reflects underutilization of the productive capacity of the employed population, including
those which arise from a deficient national or local economic system. It relates to an alternative employment
situation in which persons are willing and available to engage.

Unemployed

A person who, during the specified short reference period, was (a) without work, (b) currently available for
work, and (c) seeking work. A person is also considered unemployed if they are not currently working but
have made arrangements to take up paid or self-employment at a date subsequent to the reference period.

Unemployment rate
Unemployment as a percentage of the total labour force (employment + unemployment). The indicator is
widely used as a measure of unutilized labour supply.



Urban

Countries differ in the way they classify population as 'urban’ or 'rural.' Typically, a community or settlement
with a population of 2,000 or more is considered urban. A listing of country definitions is published annually
in the United Nations Demographic Yearbook.

Vocational training

Vocational training comprises activities intended to provide the skills, knowledge, competencies, and
attitudes required for employment in a particular occupation, or a group of related occupations, in any field
of economic activity. By equipping groups that are discriminated against with the skills needed to improve
their employability, productivity, and income, vocational training can play an important role in promoting
equality of opportunities for all workers to obtain decent work.

Web literacy
Refers to not only being able to read the web but also having the ability to ‘write’ it (create pages, documents
and multimedia assets).

Venture capital
Financial capital invested in start-up companies.

Youth

Youth overlaps with, but is distinct from adolescence, as it extends into adulthood. The United Nations
defines youth as persons of 15 to 24 years. This is helpful in capturing many of those who have finished
schooling, are sexually active and are facing livelihoods/unemployment issues.

Youth employment

The United Nations General Assembly defined youth as those persons falling between the ages of 15 and
24 years inclusive. This definition was made for International Youth Year, held around the world in 1985. In
the framework of reporting progress towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, the
ILO takes the lead in reporting on trends concerning the youth employment rate.



Websites (English and French)

African Development Bank (Banque africaine de développement)
Structural Transformation
https://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/topics/structural-transformation/
Transformation structurelle
https://www.afdb.org/fr/topics-and-sectors/topics/structural-transformation/

Youth
https://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/topics/youth/
Les Jeunes
https://www.afdb.org/fr/topics-and-sectors/topics/youth/

African Union (Union africaine)

Rural Economy & Agriculture
https://au.int/rea

Trade & Industry
https://au.int/ti

AU - EU Youth Cooperation Hub
https://www.aueuyouthhub.org/
https://www.aueuyouthhub.org/fr/accueil/

CTA
https://www.cta.int/en/
https://www.cta.int/fr/

Brussels Briefings
http://brusselsbriefings.net
Briefings de Bruxelles
https://bruxellesbriefings.net/

Spore Magazine
http://spore.cta.int/en/
Magazine Spore
http://spore.cta.int/fr/

ICT Update
http://ictupdate.cta.int/

ICT Update
http://ictupdate.cta.int/?lang=fr

European Commission (Commission Européenne)

Task Force Rural Africa
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/farming/regional-and-international-
agreements/regional-agreements/african-union/eu-africa-partnership _en

European Commission - International Development and Cooperation
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/node/22 en

Commission européenne — Coopération internationale et développement international
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/node/22_fr
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https://www.afdb.org/fr/topics-and-sectors/topics/youth/
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/farming/regional-and-international-agreements/regional-agreements/african-union/eu-africa-partnership_en
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/node/22_en
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/node/22_fr

EuropeAid Development and Cooperation-Agriculture and rural development
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/sectors/food-and-agriculture/sustainable-agriculture-and-rural-
development_en

European Commission - Agriculture and rural development
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/index_en.htm

Commission européenne - Agriculture et développement rural
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/index_fr.htm

European Commission — Trade

http://ec.europa.eu/trade/

Commission européenne — Commerce
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/trade fr#responsibilities

European Commission - Communications Networks, Content and Technology
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/communications-networks-content-and-technology en
Commission européenne — Réseaux de communication, contenu et technologies
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/communications-networks-content-and-technology fr

European Commission — Research and Innovation
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation_en
Commission européenne — Recherche et innovation
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation_fr

European Parliament (Parlement Européen)

European Parliament — Committee on Development
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=DEVE
Parlement Européen —Comité Développement
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do;jsessionid=2B0B15C610AA75
156276381888A9AF21.node2?language=FR&body=DEVE

FAO
Decent Rural Employment
http://www.fao.org/rural-employment/en/
L'Emploi rural décent
http://www.fao.org/rural-employment/fr/

Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization
http://www.fao.org/sustainable-agricultural-mechanization/en/
Mécanisation agricole durable
http://www.fao.org/sustainable-agricultural-mechanization/fr/

BMZ

German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) — Rural development and
food security

https://www.bmz.de/en/issues/Food/index.html

IFAD
Investing in Rural People
https://www.ifad.org/web/guest/investing-in-rural-people

Youth Portal
https://www.ifad.org/web/guest/youth

IFPRI
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IFPRI-International Food Policy Research Institute
http://www.ifpri.org/34

IFPRI-Institut International de Recherche sur les Politiques Alimentaires
http://www.ifpri.org/french

ILO/OIT

Decent work portal
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/decent-work/lang--en/index.htm
Portail du travail décent
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/decent-work/lang--fr/index.htm

Youth employment portal
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/youth-employment/lang--en/index.htm
Portail de 'emploi des jeunes
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/youth-employment/lang--fr/index.htm

ILO-Labour migration portal
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/labour-migration/lang--en/index.htm
OIT-Portail de la migration
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/youth-employment/lang--fr/index.htm

NEPAD
http://www.nepad.org

OECD (OCDE)

OECD SWAC - Sahel and West Africa Club Secretariat
http://www.oecd.org/swac/

OCDE CSAO - Secrétariat du Club du Sahel et de I'Afrique de I'Ouest
http://www.oecd.org/fr/csao/

Youth Inclusion Project
http://www.oecd.org/dev/inclusivesocietiesanddevelopment/youth-inclusion-project.htm

Projet Inclusion des jeunes
http://www.oecd.org/fr/dev/societesinclusivesetdeveloppement/projet-inclusion-des-jeunes.htm

Going Digital
http://www.oecd.org/going-digital/

UNDP (PNUD)

UNDP-United Nations Development Programme
http://www.undp.org/

PNUD-Programme des Nations Unies pour le développement
http://www.undp.org/french/

World Bank (Banque Mondiale)
Agriculture and Food
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/agriculture
Agriculture et développement rural
http://www.banquemondiale.org/fr/topic/agriculture/overview

Digital Development
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/digitaldevelopment
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Développement numérique
http://www.banquemondiale.org/fr/topic/digitaldevelopment/overview

Jobs and Development
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/jobsanddevelopment

Emploi et développement
http://www.banquemondiale.org/fr/topic/jobsanddevelopment/overview

World Bank-Data on agriculture and rural development
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/agriculture-and-rural-development

Banque Mondiale-Données sur le développement rural
http://donnees.banguemondiale.org/theme/agriculture-et-developpement-rural
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