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BIODATA 

 
Fatma Ben Rejeb – CEO, Panafrican Farmer’s Organisation (PAFO) 
Fatma Ben Rejeb, from Tunisia, is the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Pan-African Farmers’ 
Organization (PAFO) from 1st June 2015. She has been working with Farmers Organizations for 20 
years. Previously, she was the General Secretary (CEO) of the Maghreb and North African Farmers’ 
Union (UMNAGRI). She was also in charge with International Cooperation and Partnership at the 
Tunisian Union of Agriculture and Fisheries (UTAP) where she also held the post of the Director of 
Administrative and Financial Affairs. Fatma received a Diploma of Advanced Studies in Political Science 
at the University of Law and Political Sciences of Tunis, a Masters in Juridical Sciences and a Certificate 
of Specialized Studies in Political and International Studies at the University of Legal, Political and 
Social Sciences of Tunis. She is fluent in Arabic, French, English, Italian and basic knowledge in 
Spanish. 
 
Vanessa Erogbogbo – Head of Women and Trade Programme, International Trade Centre (ITC) 
As Head of the International Trade Centre’s (ITC) flagship Women and Trade Programme, Vanessa 
Erogbogbo leads a team working across a diverse range of developing countries to design and 
implement projects and innovative initiatives that promote inclusive trade through greater participation 
of women in the global economy. Vanessa has previously worked at the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC), where she played a lead role in developing and delivering on the IFC’s strategy to 
increase access to financial services for women entrepreneurs, and prior to that with Standard 
Chartered Bank, generating new corporate business and managing a multi-million-dollar credit portfolio 
of companies representing a variety of industries. She is a co-author of several books including the 
“Gender Responsive Investment Handbook” published by the Commonwealth Secretariat and 
“Unlocking Markets for Women to Trade” published by ITC. She is a member of the United Nations 
Global Compact/UN Women backed Women’s Empowerment Principles (WEPs) awards committee 
and alternate member of the WEPs leadership group. In her spare time she has been a Tedx speaker 
and academic supervisor.  Vanessa holds a Bachelor of Science Honours Degree in Civil Engineering 
from Loughborough University and an MBA from the London Business School. 
 
Michael Hailu – Director, CTA 
Michael Hailu, an Ethiopian national, is the Director of the Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural 
Cooperation (CTA) based in the Netherlands. CTA is a joint institution of the African, Caribbean and 
Pacific Group of States and the European Union working under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. 
Mr. Hailu has over 25 years of professional experience in agricultural research and development in 
Africa and Asia. Prior to joining CTA in mid-2010, he held senior leadership positions at the World 
Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) based in Nairobi, Kenya and at the Centre for International Forestry 
Research (CIFOR) in Indonesia. Mr. Hailu has led the development and implementation of CTA’s 2011-
2015 strategic plan refocusing the Centre’s work on three priority themes—supporting agricultural 
policies and strategies; enhancing inclusive value chains; and strengthening capacities of ARD 
institutions and networks in knowledge management and ICTs. He has degrees from the University of 
Pittsburgh and Addis Ababa University. He has also been trained in strategic leadership at the Stanford 
University Graduate School of Business. 
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Lovin Kobusingye – Managing Director, Kati Farms, Uganda 
Kobusingye Lovin, a young entrepreneur linking Ugandan fish farmers with markets, is the general 
manager and main investor in Kati Farms holding 75% of the shares. She is also directly in charge of 
international sales and marketing. Because fish farmers were having trouble finding marketing outlets 
for fresh farmed fish, Ms Lovin started adding value to fish. Her breakthrough came when she thought 
of making sausages from fish. Ms Lovin went through the process of developing her and her suppliers’ 
capacities and finding markets for her innovative products with the support of Ugandan government 
institutions. Kati Farms and her fish suppliers now reliably deliver processed fish products to 30 local 
supermarkets and 23 hotels, in addition to many low-income consumers through street vendors.  
 
Marie-Joseph Medzeme Engama – Expert on agricultural value chains, PROPAC, Central Africa 
Marie Joseph Medzeme Engama has more than 15 years of experience in agricultural and rural 
development. She is a Socio-Anthropologist, an expert in the development of agricultural value chain, 
a specialist in rural development and project management and climate change issues. She also has 
experience in the analysis of agricultural policies, the socio-economic environment and in the structuring 
and support of farmers' organizations, consultative and advocacy frameworks. Since 2013, she  
assumes  the functions of Programme Development Officer of agricultural value chains in PROPAC 
(Regional Platform of Famer’s  Organizations in Central Africa), in addition to her functions as  Executive 
Secretary of the CNOP-CAM (National Concertation Forum of  Farmer’s Organizations of Cameroon) 
since 2009. Before that, she was Director of the Rural Centre of Technical Support for Self-Development 
in Cameroon (2004-2007). In addition, Ms Marie Joseph is the Founder and President of the AJEFAD 
(Association of Young Women actors of development). 
 
Heike Rüttgers – Head of Division, Development & Impact Finance, EIB  
Heike Rüttgers is the Head of Division of the Portfolio Management and Policy Divison in the ACP 
Department (Africa Caribbean and Pacific) at the European Investment Bank in Luxembourg; she deals 
with non – operational matters such as the management of the ACP Investment Facility, the business 
plan and any other policy or strategy matters and institutional relationships with stakeholders. Prior to 
becoming Head of Division at the European Investment Bank, Heike Rüttgers worked already 16 years 
for the Operational Department for lending outside the EU as a loan officer on West Africa, Northern 
Africa and Indian Ocean region at the European Investment Bank. Heike also worked as a Consultant 
for SME Promotion and Entrepreneurial training at LUSO CONSULT GMBH in Germany. She had to 
deal with Project acquisition, development and implementation in Tunisia, Bulgaria, Tanzania Ethiopia 
Kirgisistan and Thailand for Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ). Heike studied 
Agricultural Economics and holds a Master of Business Administration. 
 
 
 
 
Info: http://bit.ly/2qvNaiK 
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