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BIODATA OF THE PANELLISTS 

Ulrich Adam – Secretary General at CEMA, European Agricultural Machinery Association 
Since 2013 Dr Ulrich Adam is the Secretary General of CEMA, the European Agricultural Machinery 
Association that defends and represents the interests of the industry towards the European Institutions. 
The European Agricultural Machinery Industry includes 4,500 manufacturers of agricultural equipment 
consisting of large multinational as well as numerous small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). It has a 
total turnover of €26 billion and provides employment for 135,000 people directly in the sector and another 
125,000 persons indirectly in the distribution and service network. CEMA manufacturers produce 450 
different types of machines ranging from tractors and combine harvesters to plant protection equipment 
and precision seed drills. 
 
Chris Addison – Senior Programme Coordinator, Senior Coordinator Data4Ag, CTA  
Chris Addison is Senior Coordinator for Knowledge Management (KM) at the ACP-EU Technical Centre for 
Agriculture and Rural Development (CTA). He has worked in the ICT and knowledge management for 
development sector for the last 18 years and as director of the non-profit One World Europe. He has worked 
with a range of development organisations with their online KM needs. He contributed to the OpenAire 
Open Data report as joint author of the Agriculture chapter. Whilst at IFPRI, he commissioned the 
conversion of the Global Hunger Index data to linked open data and is currently working on a project to 
publish the CTA archive as a linked open dataset. He is currently running a series of CTA activities to 
support better use of data for agriculture and nutrition through the Data Revolution for Agriculture project. 
 
Isolina Boto – Manager, CTA Brussels Office 
Isolina Boto is the Manager of the CTA Brussels Office. Isolina has more than 20 years of experience in 
development. She worked for the European Commission, various ACP embassies and NGOs in areas 
related to food security, rural development and trade. Within CTA, she worked in various positions at 
headquarters, in the Netherlands, especially on co-funded technical programmes on Agriculture and Rural 
Development implemented at regional level. Since 2004 she heads the CTA Brussels Office, dealing with 
policy issues related to the ACP-EU cooperation in the field of agricultural and rural development and leads 
CTA policy group on regional trade. She coordinates and organizes the regular Brussels Development 
Briefings on topical development policy issues (http://brusselsbriefings.net). The office produces a daily 
news service on key policy areas of ACP-EU cooperation on trade, fisheries, 
climate change, food security and development policy (http://brussels.cta.int). 
 
Damien van Eeckhout – Head of International Business Development, Airinov 
Damien is in charge of Airinov's international development, mainly focused on Europe and Africa. With a 
commercial and strategy consulting background, Damien joined Airinov, the reference start-up in drones 
for agriculture. It is a way for him to come back to farming, as his family is involved in agriculture in France 
and Argentina. 
 
Michael Hailu – Director, Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation (CTA) 
Michael Hailu, an Ethiopian national, is the Director of the Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural 
Cooperation (CTA) based in the Netherlands. CTA is a joint institution of the African, Caribbean and Pacific 
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Group of States and the European Union working under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. Mr. Hailu has 
over 25 years of professional experience in agricultural research and development in Africa and Asia. Prior 
to joining CTA in mid-2010, he held senior leadership positions at the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) 
based in Nairobi, Kenya and at the Centre for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) in Indonesia. Mr. 
Hailu has led the development and implementation of CTA’s 2011-2015 strategic plan refocusing the 
Centre’s work on three priority themes—supporting agricultural policies and strategies; enhancing inclusive 
value chains; and strengthening capacities of ARD institutions and networks in knowledge management 
and ICTs. He has degrees from the University of Pittsburgh and Addis Ababa University. He has also been 
trained in strategic leadership at the Stanford University Graduate School of Business. 
 
Jean-Pierre Halkin – Head of Unit DEVCO/C1, EuropeAid, European Commission  
Jean-Pierre Halkin joined the DG Development of Commission in 1986. From 1992 to 1997, he went to 
Côte d'Ivoire as Economic Adviser where he dealt with a broad portfolio including rural development 3 
programmes, value chains, regional trade, and access to market. He was also in charge of the coordination 
of a vast food security intervention mitigating the impact of the Liberian war in four countries (Liberia, Ivory 
Coast, Guinea, and Sierra Leone). Since then, Jean-Pierre has been working in Brussels, in the field of 
external relations where he took various posts. In 2006, Jean-Pierre Halkin was appointed Head of the Unit 
in EuropeAid in charge of Food Security and Nutrition, Rural Development and Agriculture, Environment 
and Climate Change. Since 2011, Jean-Pierre has been in charge of the Unit in EuropeAid which is 
responsible for Rural Development, Food Security and Nutrition. The Unit is responsible for policy 
development, technical support and the management of financial instruments notably the Food Security 
Thematic Programme, the Accompanying Measures accompanying the Sugar Protocol, the Food Facility 
(1000M€). 
 
Andreas Hastedt – Manager Machinery Ring Harburg 
Andreas Hastedt is working as manager of Machinery Ring Harburg since 2003.  He grew up on his parent`s 
farm and after practical teaching on different farm companies and agricultural studies he started his career 
as the assistant manager of Machinery Ring Harburg in 1990. In 26 years of practical Machinery Ring work 
Mr. Hastedt created a lot of ideas of agricultural teamwork between farmers in his region in all size classes 
from 5-500 ha. He made experiences in organizing agricultural value chains for downstream markets as 
the sugar industry, biogas plants or vegetable production. From 2004 until today Mr. Hastedt developed 
renewable energy projects with local farmers in Machinery Ring Harburg. As a result of this in 2009 he 
started a renewable study at Hamburg University of Applied Science to improve his knowledge in energy 
production, distribution and markets. He graduated as M.Sc. Renewable Energy. In 2016 he started as 
lecturer for logistics of biomass at the same university. In 2004 Mr. Hastedt became a board member of the 
regional organization of Machinery Rings in Lower Saxony, in 2012 the membership of the German 
Association of Machinery Rings followed. In this role he is contact person to many Machinery Rings in 
Germany as well for international relations. 
 
Theo de Jager – President, SACAU and PAFO 
Theo de Jager received his D. Phil from the University of Pretoria in 1988 and has nearly twenty years’ 
experience in organized agriculture. He formerly served as the president of Agri Limpopo, executive 
member of Agri Letaba, Chairman of the Trichardtsdal farmer association and farmed in the Tzaneen district 
since 1997 in South Africa. He is currently the President of the Southern African Confederation of 
Agricultural Unions (SACAU), President of Pan African Farmers’ Forum Organisation (PAFFO) and also 
serves as Deputy President of Agri SA. Mr. De Jager is also actively involved in education and has served 
as a visiting lecturer at the SA National Defence College in Conflict Studies since 1991. 
 
Eric Kaduru – Co-Founder and CEO, KadAfrica 
Eric was born and raised in Kenya, with a Kenyan mother and a Uganda father he considers himself an 
East African. He is the Founder and CEO of KadAfrica—a commercial passion fruit farm and out grower 
network. KadAfrica works with more than 1500 out of school girls aged 14-20 in western Uganda to build 
sustainable livelihood options by starting viable agro-enterprises cultivating passion fruit. He “passionately” 
believes that involving youth in agriculture is key to developing Uganda and the region. Kaduru, who worked 
in advertising for a number of years before he turned to agriculture four years ago, offers “intense” technical 
support to his KadAfrica entrepreneurs, who through the program are provided with; Curriculum based and 
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hands on training, access to land, quality seedling, agro inputs, and technical support bulked transport and 
a ready market provided to them by KadAfrica. 
 
Josef Kienzle – Leader of the ‘Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization Team’, Plant Production and 
Protection Division, FAO 
Josef Kienzle, holds an M.Sc. in Agricultural Engineering from Hohenheim University and a post-graduate 
certificate for Advanced Training in Agricultural Development (CATAD) from Humboldt University, Berlin. 
He currently leads the sustainable agricultural mechanization team in the Plant Production and Protection 
Division of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), based in Rome., Sustainable 
mechanization is embedded within one of FAO’s key programmes on ‘sustainable production 
intensification’. Mr Kienzle’s work emphasizes the crucial role of farm power and of innovative and efficient 
mechanization solutions, and the importance of appropriating them to the context of smallholder farmers in 
developing countries. His work also highlights the important role that the public and private sectors play in 
mechanization input supply chains and capacity building for mechanization service providers. Mr Kienzle 
led the process to forge a new partnership between FAO and the European Agricultural Machinery Industry 
(CEMA) which aims to develop sustainable mechanization in Africa 
 
Stephen Muchiri – Chief Executive Officer, Eastern Africa Farmers Federation (EAFF), Kenya 
Stephen Muchiri is CEO of the EAFF and also sits on a number different committees and boards, including 
the board of the Kenyan Fair Trade Association. He holds both a Bachelor and Master of Science degree 
in Horticulture and a Postgraduate Diploma in Business Management. EAFF is a non-political, not-for-profit, 
regional umbrella network of smallholder family farmers of Eastern Africa. Its role is to promote the interests 
of farmers on issues touching on policies, markets, productivity, capacity, information and regional 
integration as well as to voice farmers' concerns in socio-economic development. In recent years Mr Muchiri 
and EAFF have been collaborating closely with the Empowering Smallholder Farmers in Markets (ESFIM) 
programme involving AGRINATURA-EEIG, Wageningen UR, NRI, and CIRAD. 
 
Frank Karl Nordmann –  Regional Sales Director responsible for Africa, Asia and Oceania at the 
Grimme Landmaschinenfabrik GmbH & Co.KG 
 Frank Nordmann has over thirty years of experience in agricultural machinery mechanics and qualified 
with a Masters in Agricultural Machinery Mechanics in 1992. That same year he joined Grimme, a leading 
German provider of agricultural machinery worldwide, as a service engineer. He has gone on to hold various 
positions in the company, as a training instructor and then as a sales manager responsible for sales, service 
and marketing of Grimme products in the USA, Canada, UK & Ireland, South Africa and the Netherlands. 
His present role as Regional Sales Director sees him in charge of sales, service and marketing of Grimme 
products in Africa, South-east Asia and Oceania. A passion for agricultural machinery and its potential for 
farmers and producers has seen Nordmann visit growers in over 50 countries across the world in order to 
advise and consult in helping them grow their businesses within the potato sector, with a special focus on 
Machinery value chains. He is also the Regional Chairman Africa of the German VDMA (Verband Deutscher 
Maschinen- und Anlagenbau). 
 
Louisa Parker-Smith – Manager External Affairs, Africa and Middle East, AGCO 
 
Louisa Parker-Smith is responsible for Marketing, Public Relations, Corporate Communications and 
Stakeholder management for all AGCO Brands within the Africa and Middle East region and is based in the 
AGCO Zambia regional office and Future Farm in Lusaka.  As a member of the AGCO Africa and Middle 
East Management team Louisa is responsible for identifying and implementing strategic business priorities 
for the region. As a member of the Global Corporate Communications team Louisa is responsible for 
positioning the AGCO Core Brands in Africa and the Middle East.  Louisa joined AGCO in 2012 as Manager 
of Institutional Funding and Stakeholder Relations for Africa and Middle East (AME) where she was 
responsible for the AME business liaison, lead expert and contact for international funding organizations 
(IFOs) and affiliated development organizations, their programs, and activities. Louisa has over a decade 
of experience in managing multiple stakeholder relationships including Government and Media relations, 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), trade associations, private sector and civil society.  
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Giacomo Rambaldi – Senior Programme Coordinator, ICTs, CTA 
Giacomo Rambaldi is Sr. Programme Coordinator ICTs at the Technical Centre for Agricultural & Rural 
Cooperation ACP-EU (CTA) in Wageningen, Netherlands. He has 34 years of professional experience in 
Africa, Latin America, Asia, the Pacific and the Caribbean where he worked for various international 
organizations including FAO and the Asian Development Bank and on projects funded by the Italian Aid to 
Development and the European Commission. He holds a degree in agricultural sciences from the State 
University of Milan, Italy.  At present he is coordinating CTA’s global project on ICT4Ag and a stream of 
activities related to the deployment of drone technology in agriculture. Giacomo has been leading Web2.0 
and Social Media capacity building activities at CTA and earned worldwide recognition for his work as 
recipient of the 2013 WSIS Project Prize in the category e-agriculture. He also leads activities in the domain 
of participatory GIS. One of his projects earned CTA the 2007 World Summit Award in the category e-
culture. In collaboration with other members of the ICT4Ag team, Giacomo animates large thematic 
Communities of Practice which underpin CTA work on ICT4Ag. 
 
 
Juha Ruippo – Director of Office of Finnish Agriculture, Forestry and Cooperatives (MTK) 
 
Mr. Juha Ruippo has made a long career in agriculture. He was born on a family farm in Western Finland 
and learned already early on the realities of farming community. The farm has been managed by the family 
nearly three hundred years, and was re-established in Western Finland after the Second World War, as it 
was previously situated in the area, which is now Russia territory. After graduating from Helsinki University 
(MSc in agronomy), Mr. Ruippo pursued agri-research for a while, both at the Helsinki University and at the 
Finnish Potato Research Institute. He has been employed by Finnish farmers in Central Union of 
Agricultural Producers and Forest Owners MTK already from year 1990, holding several positions covering 
basic agriculture, rural development and rural entrepreneurs as well as trade policy. Mr. Ruippo works 
currently here in Brussels as director of Office of Finnish Agriculture, Forestry and Cooperatives. Before 
moving to Brussels, Mr. Ruippo established Finnish Agri-Agency for Food and Forest Development (FFD), 
which is taking care of administration in development projects, and served as the first managing director of 
this organisation. MTK is one of the 12 farmers' unions which are members in AgriCord. AgriCord is the 
network of "agri-agencies", non-governmental organisations for development cooperation with structural 
links to the farmers' and rural members' organisations. Mr. Ruippo is married and has two sons in their mid-
twenties. 


