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Executive Summary 

 

 
 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are more vulnerable and fragile economically and face greater risk of 
marginalization and economic and environmental shock because of geographical constraints, under 
diversified economic structures and natural environmental constraints. Agribusiness must drive rural 
development and increase agricultural productivity to meet social goals of poverty reduction, economic 
growth, and environmental conservation. Vulnerable constraints of small island developing states were 
identified with current trends facing small farmers within agriculture. It revealed that agriculture plays a 
relatively small role in higher income SIDS while lower income SIDS rely more heavily on agriculture and 
reinforces employment.  
 
Small-scale SIDS farmers face issues of improving quality, specialisation and differentiation of agricultural 
goods and produce. Improving these critical areas can result in value addition, increased revenue and 
strengthening of the position of small-scale farmers in the agribusiness value chain. 
 
Marketing efforts such as niche marketing and branding strategies need to be designed in developing 
countries for long-term added value, bringing development benefits to farmers. Agribusiness is an “off-farm” 
link, providing input to farm subsectors and linking the farm subsector to the consumer. Linkages between 
agribusiness and small farmers can reduce poverty and spur agricultural growth. 
 
Agribusiness challenges for small farmers such as quality, product specialization and differentiation indicate 
governments need to ensure small farmers benefit from interventions aimed at reducing transaction costs. 
There must also be greater integration between producers and the output market with an emphasis on value 
addition, increased revenue and strengthening of position. 
 
Given the best practice examples, to further link agribusiness with small farmers, enhancing economic and 
trade resilience and forming alliances through agritourism would generate levels of consistency and 
economic results necessary for this industry. Linkages with sectors such as industry and finance are also 
critical. Developing capacity of SIDS to diversify production, enhance productivity and add value through 
quality niche products requires optimization of the use of indigenous capacities & resources.  

 

 

 

 

 


