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Executive Summary 

 

 
 
Tourism is vital to the sustainable growth of Forum Island Countries (FICs), contributing an 
estimated 10.7% of the region's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2012. In 2010 tourism 
accounted for 56% of Palau’s GDP, 44.4% of Cook Islands GDP, 34.1% of Vanuatu’s GDP, and 
23.4% of Fiji’s GDP. In most FICs, it continues to be the major driver of economic growth and 
foreign exchange earnings. The 2012 Economic Impact report by the World Travel and Tourism 
Council showed that total (direct, indirect and induced) contribution of tourism to the Pacific Island 
economies in 2012 was 2.7% of total GDP (US$46.7bn). This is expected to continue to increase 
in 2014.  

 
In January 2012, an Food and Agriculture Organization confirmed that tourism contributed 
positively to other sectors of the economy, particularly to the agriculture sector.  
 
To service the tourism market, local producers need to find profitable and competitive ways to 
meet the tourism industry’s demand for volume, quality, regularity, and safety requirements. The 
ability of local agri-food systems to meet these requirements will be dependent both on 
agriculture supply factors (natural resource base, farming systems in place, agro-processing and 
marketing capacity) and the type of tourism development (mass tourism, high end niche, health 
and wellness, and eco-tourism). The exposure of tourists to specific local products could also 
help export market penetration. Possible examples for market penetration might include beef from 
Vanuatu, red papaya from Fiji, tuna jerky from Kiribati and black pearls from Cook Islands.  
 
Given the importance of these two industries and the potential for it to both grow significantly; 
there is a need to strengthen the connection between the two industries. While the tourism 
industry continues to grow each year, approximately about 70% of the foods are imported. A 
number of initiatives have been undertaken by the various Pacific Islands to address this. This 
includes policy changes and government incentives to boost quality agricultural production that 
can supply the tourism industry. In Fiji, government policy changes saw the volume of lettuce 
imported declined from 140 000 to 30,000 tonnes from 2008 to 2011. The volume of imported 
tomatoes declined from 160 000 tonnes to 20 000 tonnes and the volume of capsicum imported 
also declined  from 60 000 tonnes to 10 000 tonnes, in the same period. While such changes 
have brought some changes, a lot more can be done especially for farmers and their connection 
with hotels. 
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An influential work is currently being undertaken in the Pacific which is to include Pacific cuisines 
on the menus of the hotels.  This has seen positive changes and it will continue to grow as foods 
are brought fresh from the farms to the hotels. The world is unfamiliar with Pacific foods and with 
the introduction of Pacific cuisines via the cookbook Me’a Kai by Robert Oliver, it won the best 
cook book in the world in 2010.  Pacific cuisines are gaining momentum in Pacific Hotels and this 
is expected to increase the demand for fresh local foods by the tourism industry. 
 
In addition to the use of local foods, there is also an increasing use of natural oils and essences 
in the production of cosmetics and spa products. This has seen some very unique products being 
produced and making a mark in the exports markets. This is another positive development which 
has a great impact as many women in the rural areas are involved in the production of natural 
oils. 
 
Both Pacific cuisines and Pacific essences will not only bring about strong connection between 
the agriculture and tourism sector but also increase the exports from the agriculture industry.  
 

 


