
1 
 

 
Brussels Policy Briefing no. 32 

 
Fish-farming: the new driver of the blue economy? 

 
3

rd
 July 2013, ACP Secretariat, 451 Avenue Georges Henri, 1200 Brussels 

http://brusselsbriefings.net 
 

Organised by CTA, the EC/DECVO, the ACP Secretariat and Concord  
 

Biodata for speakers 
 

 
Achille Bassilekin – ACP Secretariat 
 
Achille Bassilekin III is Assistant Secretary General in charge of Sustainable Economic Development and 
Trade. As a career diplomat, Mr Bassilekin III joined the Ministry of External Relations of the Republic of 
Cameroon in 1993 as Desk Officer in the United Nations and Multilateral Cooperation Department and 
was appointed Service Head in the Department of Asian Affairs in 1997. Prior to his appointment, he was 
Deputy-Head of the Permanent Delegation of the ACP Secretariat Office in Geneva (2008-2010). His 
work is focused on multilateral trade, commodities, agricultural development, environment and climate 
change as well as trade related issues such as customs cooperation and market access. He also 
coordinates activities with the ACP Geneva Office. Mr. Bassilekin graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Law from the University of Yaoundé. He is a graduate of the International Relations Institute of 
Cameroon, from where he earned Master’s degree as well as a Doctorate in international relations. He 
also holds a Master’s in International Trade from the International Studies Institute at Complutense 
University in Madrid. A respected international trade specialist, he is the author of several articles and 
research papers. Before joining the ACP Secretariat, Mr. Bassilekin was working with the UNDP, UNECA 
and civil society organisations. 
 
Denis Salord – EC/DG DEVCO  
 
Denis Salord is Head of the Unit, ‘’Regional Programmes Sub-Saharan Africa and ACP-wide”, within the 
European Commission (Directorate General Development and Cooperation).  
Denis Salord is a graduate from the Paris Institute of Politics and holds a postgraduate diploma in Public 
Law and a degree in History. He joined the European Commission in 1980 as an administrator within the 
General Secretariat, where he completed the first part of his career. He was in charge of the Customs 
Union and taxation for the French Commissioner for four years during the establishment of the internal 
market and then continued his career within the Directorate Generals of the European Commission, 
responsible for external relations, cooperation and development – initially as an assistant to the Director 
General, then as head of several units and operational and legal services.  
He is now responsible for the cooperation with ACP countries, as Head of Unit for the Regional 
Programmes Sub-Saharan Africa and ACP-wide within the Directorate General for Development and 
Cooperation, EuropeAid. 
 
Michael Hailu – CTA 
 
Michael Hailu, an Ethiopian national, is the Director of the Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural 
Cooperation (CTA). Mr. Hailu has over 25 years of professional experience working in Africa and Asia in 
communications and knowledge management in agriculture and related areas. Prior to joining CTA at the 
end of May 2010, Mr. Hailu was Director of Communications and a member of the Senior Leadership 
Team of the World Agroforestry Centre based in Nairobi, Kenya. From 1999-2007, Mr. Hailu lived and 
worked in Indonesia as Director of Information at the Centre for International Forestry Research (CIFOR). 
Mr. Hailu has degrees in Information Sciences and Economics from the University of Pittsburgh in the 
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United States and Addis Ababa University in Ethiopia. He has also been trained in strategic leadership at 
the Stanford University Graduate School of Business. 
 
 

H.E. Felix Edobor Awanbor– Ambassador of Nigeria 
 
His Excellency Mr. Felix Edobor AWANBOR has been the Ambassador of Nigeria in Brussels since June 
2012. Prior to his appointment, he was the Deputy Chief of Mission at Nigerian Embassy in Paris.  
Ambassador Awanbor is a career diplomat. He joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Nigeria in 1981 
and holds Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from the University of Ibadan, Nigeria and a Master’s 
degree in International Law and Diplomacy obtained at the University of Lagos.  He has served in several 
diplomatic Missions abroad, including Nigerian Mission in Tehran, Moscow, Paris and the Permanent 
Mission of Nigeria to the United Nations in New York.  Ambassador Awanbor has also served for several 
years as Director and Head of Foreign Service Inspectorate in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Nigeria. 
His experience as a career diplomat, spanning 32 years has been greatly enhanced by extensive 
professional training courses he has attended, in addition to his hands-on experience at the Foreign 
Ministry and various diplomatic Missions abroad. 
 
 
David Little – University of Stirling 
 
David Little is currently the Chair of Aquatic Resource Development at the Institute of Aquaculture, 
University of Stirling and has more thirty years professional experience in the sector. He has been based 
for more than 15 years coordinating a range of research and educational activities geared towards the 
role of aquaculture in society. As part of the Sustainable Aquaculture research group at the Institute he 
has developed and coordinated a wide range of research both externally funded and through 
postgraduate research with a focus on Asia and Africa. Prior to this he worked based at the Asian 
Institute of Technology, Bangkok as a DFID-seconded researcher working on research for development 
activities through Asia. He has published widely on the interface between aquatic food production, 
broader natural resource management and development and been a vocal advocate and practitioner of 
interdisciplinary systems research. A key recent example is the coordination of large scale multi-partnered 
research project under the EU FP7 programme researching the sustainable trade in farmed aquatic 
products between Asia and Europe. He has been, and remains involved in Directorships of the World 
Aquaculture Society, Aquaculture without Frontiers and on the Standards Oversight Committee of the 
Global Aquaculture Alliance. He has been involved in many expert reviews  and consultations such as 
those relating to Food Futures(UK Government), the potential for innovative feed sourcing strategies, 
(World Fish Centre, January 2012) Sustainable Intensification (FAO-NACA, October 2012), aquaculture 
certification (December 2012). 
 
Patrick Sorgeloos – Ghent University 
 
Patrick Sorgeloos is professor of aquaculture at Ghent University in Belgium and has been involved in 
fish and shellfish larviculture Research & Development  in Europe, Asia, Latin America and Africa since 
the mid-seventies. He initiated aquaculture education at Ghent University and to date over 250 Master 
and 50 PhD alumni have graduated in the field of aquaculture. Patrick is a strong promoter of 
international networking in aquaculture and is involved with the World Aquaculture Society (1999-2000 
President), the European Commission (chairman Thematic Network Aquaculture - AquaTnet; member 
Advisory Group DG Research FP7 theme 2 "food, agriculture and biotechnology; chairman ASEM 
Aquaculture Platform), and the European Aquaculture Technology & Innovation Platform (board 
member). 
 
Rohana Subasinghe – FAO 
 
Rohana Subasinghe is a Senior Aquaculture Officer at the Fisheries and Aquaculture Department of 
FAO. He is specialized in aquaculture development and aquatic animal health management. Since his 
graduation in 1980 from the University of Colombo, Sri Lanka, he has worked in all parts of the world, with 
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most experience in Asia. He joint FAO in 1994 and took responsibility in implementing many projects on 
aquaculture and aquatic animal health at national, regional and international levels worldwide. Among 
others, at FAO, he is also responsible for analysis of trends in aquaculture development globally. A 
former teacher of the University of Colombo and the Universiti Putra Malaysia, Rohana earned his PhD 
from Stirling University. Rohana is a pioneering and active member of the Fish Health Section of the 
Asian Fisheries Society. He has been responsible for developing the internationally approved FAO 
aquaculture certification guidelines and is currently developing an evaluation framework for the 
assessment of conformity of certification schemes with those guidelines. He serves as the Technical 
Secretary to the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture of the Committee on Fisheries of the FAO, the only 
global inter-governmental forum on aquaculture. 
 
 
Mark Prein – GIZ 
 
Marc Prein is an advisor for the “Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture”, Programme at 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit where he works on the certification of 
aquaculture farms according to sustainability standards. 
Previously, Dr. Prein led a research project for ICLARM in Ghana on appropriate aquaculture systems 
and was also Senior Scientist and Programme Leader for IAA systems based in Manila and in 
Penang/Malaysia. He also worked as a consultant for GTZ and FAO on aquaculture development issues. 
Dr. Prein graduated with a MSc and PhD in Fisheries Biology, Marine Zoology and Marine Chemistry at 
Kiel University, Germany. 
 
 
H.E. Fatumanava III Dr. Pa’olelei Luteru -  Ambassador of Samoa 

 

H.E. Fatumanava Dr Pa’olelei H Luteru is the Ambassador of Samoa in Brussels since April 2012. He 

was previously Consul (Commercial), Samoa Trade Commissioner to New Zealand & RSE 

Representative and Director of Oceancrest Consultancy Ltd in Fiji. From 2005 to 2009, he was inaugural 

Dean, Faculty of Islands and Oceans and Director of Alafua Campus (Samoa), University of the South 

Pacific, Fiji Islands.  From 2000 to 2005 he was Assistant Secretary-General of the ACP Group, Political 

Affairs and Human Development in Brussels, Belgium. Dr Luteru hold various positions leading Pacific-

EU matters in the design and facilitation of projects for Pacific ACP member states under the Lome IV 

Convention. The value of these projects was in excess of ECU 40 million. He hold several academic 

positions  in the University of South Pacific such as  Director of Planning and Development. Dr Luteru is 

Doctor of Philosophy (Flinders University, Australia) and specialized on Development Economics, 

Strategic Planning, Management, and Aid Policies.  Flinders University, Australia. He has extensively 

written on the Relationship between the Development Needs of Pacific Island Countries and Donor Aid 

Policies and is the author of many publications related to development. 
 
 
Sloans Chimatiro – NEPAD 
 
Sloans is a fisheries and aquaculture specialist with more than 20 years experience of research in 
fisheries and aquaculture, as well as fisheries administration, policy reform and management. He has a 
PhD in fisheries science, specialised in river floodplain fisheries modelling. He has vast experience in 
fisheries and aquaculture development; having worked as a manager for a number of development 
programmes at regional and continental levels.   
In addition to being involved in providing policy advice on fisheries and aquaculture to Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) and Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), 
Sloans initiated and contributed to the formulation of the NEPAD Fisheries and Aquaculture Action Plan in 
2005. Since 2006, he is working as the Senior Fisheries Advisor to NEPAD where he set up the NEPAD 
Fisheries Programme and he is leading the development of the Pan-African Fisheries Policy Framework 
and Reform Strategy. In 2010 he organised the first Conference of African Ministers of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture (CAMFA); subsequently, CAMFA was endorsed by African Union (AU) Heads of States and 
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Government as an AU Policy Organ on fisheries. Before taking up the position at NEPAD, he was the 
Director of Fisheries in Malawi. 
 
 
Milton Haughton – CRFM 

 

Milton Haughton is the Executive Director of the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism which is 
headquartered in Belize. He attended the University of the West Indies, Jamaica, University of 
Buckingham, London Metropolitan University and the University of Law (formerly The College of Law), 
London; and has graduate training in fisheries and aquaculture, general management and law.  He has 
more than 30 years of practical work experience in fisheries and aquaculture development and 
management. Mr Haughton worked for over 8 years with the Fisheries Department, Jamaica, 
approximately 2 years in the private sector, and over 20 years at the regional level in the Caribbean and 
Latin America. He has substantial experience working at multiple levels with fisherfolk and coastal 
communities, national and regional policy-makers and government officials, and with regional and 
international organizations.  Mr. Haughton has over the past 20 years been the chief technical advisors to 
Caribbean governments on fisheries and aquaculture related issues, and has written and published 
extensively on various aspects of fisheries, aquaculture and ocean governance in the Caribbean.  
 
 
Timothy Pickering –  SPC 
 
Aquaculture Specialist (Inland), Aquaculture Section, Coastal Fisheries Programme, Secretariat for the 
Pacific Community, Suva, Fiji Islands. 
Dr Pickering began his career as a government research scientist in New Zealand working on seaweed 
and on spiny lobster aquaculture, then became a government policy analyst in aquaculture.  This was 
followed by fifteen years as a lecturer in fish biology, marine affairs and aquaculture at the University of 
the South Pacific in Fiji Islands.  Since 2008 he has been working at SPC with responsibility for providing 
technical advice, capacity-building, in-country project management and acting as a clearing-house for 
information about inland aquaculture to SPC member governments and private sector in the Pacific 
islands region. 
 

 


