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Aslihan Arslan – Natural Resource Economist, Agricultural Development Economics Division, FAO 
 
Aslihan Arslan is a Natural Resource and Development Economist with a PhD in Agricultural and Resource 
Economics from the University of California, Davis.  She has been working as a natural resource economist at 
the Agricultural Development Economics Division (ESA) of FAO since August 2011.  She specializes in micro-
econometric analyses of farmer adoption of new technologies (including Climate-Smart Agricultural 
technologies) and their implications for food security, resilience and adaptation to climate change. She also has 
expertise in analyzing the implications of migration and remittances on income inequality and poverty in 
migrant-sending communities and farmer incentives for on-farm conservation of traditional crop varieties.  
 
Anette Engelund Friis – Manager, Climate Change Policy, Danish Agriculture & Food Council, Member 
of World Farmer’s Organisation 
 
Anette Engelund Friis is managing the climate policy file for the Danish Agriculture and Food Council (DAFC), 
and is also responsible for climate change issues for the World Farmers’ Organization (WFO).  In this job, 
Anette is leading work and policy formulation related to climate change and sustainable development at the 
national, European and global level for DAFC. Furthermore, she is leading participation throughout the United 
Nations climate change negotiation negotiation process, including advocacy and communications for both 
DAFC and WFO. Prior to this post, Anette was employed at the Danish Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Fisheries. She holds an MSc in Political Science. 

 
Carlos Fuller – Expert, Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCC), Belize 
 
Carlos Fuller is the International and Regional Liaison Officer of the Caribbean Community Climate Change 
Centre, an intergovernmental organization established to coordinate CARICOM’s response to climate change. 
His primary responsibility is to coordinate the region in the international climate change negotiation process. He 
is a meteorologist, and prior to joining the Centre, he was the Director of the National Meteorological Service of 
Belize. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Meteorology from Florida State University and post graduate 
certificates from the University of Miami in Tropical Meteorology, Tropical Cyclone Forecasting and Flood 
Forecasting. He held several posts within the World Meteorological Organization including President of 
Regional Association IV which includes North America, Central America, the Caribbean, Colombia and 
Venezuela. He was the country’s chief climate change negotiator since 1990 until his retirement from the 
government service in 2008. In that capacity he participated in negotiating the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol. He also represented Belize at the UNCED, UNSIDS, 
the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), and the UN Conference on the Ten-Year Review of 
the Barbados Programme of Action (SIDS+10). Mr. Fuller was awarded the George Price Lifetime Award for 
Emergency Management and the Officer of the Order British Empire (OBE) for public service. 
 

H.E. Fatumanava Dr Pa’olelei H Luteru –  Ambassador of Samoa to the EU 

 
H.E. Fatumanava Dr Pa’olelei H Luteru is the Ambassador of Samoa in Brussels since April 2012. He was 
previously Consul (Commercial), Samoa Trade Commissioner to New Zealand & RSE Representative and 
Director of Oceancrest Consultancy Ltd in Fiji. From 2005 to 2009, he was inaugural Dean, Faculty of Islands 
and Oceans and Director of Alafua Campus (Samoa), University of the South Pacific, Fiji Islands.   
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From 2000 to 2005 he was Assistant Secretary-General of the ACP Group, Political Affairs and Human 
Development in Brussels, Belgium. Dr Luteru hold various positions leading Pacific-EU matters in the design 
and facilitation of projects for Pacific ACP member states under the Lome IV Convention. The value of these 
projects was in excess of ECU 40 million. He hold several academic positions  in the University of South Pacific 
such as  Director of Planning and Development. He also undertook important consultancies for the EU. Dr 
Luteru is Doctor of Philosophy (Flinders University, Australia) and specialized on Development Economics, 
Strategic Planning, Management, and Aid Policies.  Flinders University, Australia.  
He has extensively written on the Relationship between the Development Needs of Pacific Island Countries and 
Donor Aid Policies and is the author of many publications related to development. 
 
Taito Nakalevu – Regional Project Manager, Pacific Adaptation to Climate Change (PACC), Secretariat 
of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) 
 
Taito Nakalevu is the Pacific Adaptation to Climate Change (PACC) Regional Project Manager for the 
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP). The PACC project is a USD20 million 
programme funded by the Global Environment Facility and the Australian Government. Taito is a Fiji national 
and started his career as a teacher and moved on to a European Union funded Pacific Regional Agricultural 
Programme (PRAP) as a Graduate Research Assistant and Project Coordinator for Fiji. The Project was 
executed by the University of the South Pacific and later, the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC). In this 
position, he worked very closely with the Fiji-German Agroforestry project and the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Livestock carrying out agroforestry research in the hinterlands of Fiji. Taito has also served as a member of the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change's Expert Group on Technology Transfer from 2006 
to 2009. 
 
Kolli N Rao – Chief Risk Officer in Agriculture Insurance Company of India 
 
Kolli N Rao is Chief Risk Officer (CRO) in Agriculture Insurance Company of India, and heads the ‘Technical’ 
and ‘Reinsurance’ departments. Kolli has specialised in general insurance for over 25 years, with the last 23 
years in agriculture insurance. He has been associated with agriculture insurance reviews undertaken by the 
Government of India for the past 15 years, and has also worked on various committees constituted to review 
crop insurance. He has been an examiner with the Insurance Institute of India since 1983. Kolli has published 
many technical papers and has written articles on agriculture insurance and weather insurance. Kolli also 
reviewed a few international technical papers on crop insurance and spoke in international fora. He also 
assisted the World Bank; Food & Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Food Program (WFP) and 
International Research Institute for Climate & Society (IRI) on a few assignments in the field of risk mitigation. 
His expertise is being used by a few African countries like Nigeria and Ghana to revive the crop insurance 
programmes in these countries.   
 
Tony Simons – Director General, World Agroforestry Centre 
 
Tony Simons is the Director General of the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF). Tony has worked for 27 years 
on issues at the tropical agriculture/forestry interface in more than 40 developing countries. This has spanned 
the private sector (Shell Forestry), academia (University of Oxford), official development assistance 
(ODA/DFID) and research (CGIAR). He holds a Bachelor’s degree from Massey University, NZ as well as 
Masters and Doctoral degrees from Cambridge University, UK.  
In 2009, he was made an Honorary Professorship in Tropical Forestry at the University of Copenhagen. Tony is 
a Board member of Africa Centre Technology Studies, Plant Resources of Tropical Africa, DANONE Livelihood 
Fund and DCM International Imaging. He is also the Leader of IUFRO Forest and Water Task Force. He has 
published over 100 research papers and has sat on several journal editorial boards. He is passionate about the 
transformative and profitable change that the private sector can bring to development. 

Charlotte Streck – Director of Climate Focus and former Senior Counsel with the World Bank 

Charlotte Streck is Director of Climate Focus and a former Senior Counsel with The World Bank in Washington, 
DC. Charlotte serves as an advisor to numerous governments, private companies, foundations, and non for 
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profit organizations and is actively involved in the debate around the development of new carbon finance 
mechanisms in the area of reducing emissions from deforestation, climate resilient agriculture, national and 
international climate frameworks, and a reform of the current Kyoto Mechanisms. She serves on several 
advisory and editorial panels, is lead counsel for climate change with the Center for International Sustainable 
Development Law with McGill University, an adjunct lecturer of Potsdam University and an advisor to the Prince 
of Wales Rainforest Project. 

Ishmael D. Sunga – Chief Executive Officer, Southern African Confederation of Agricultural Unions 
(SACAU) 
 
Ishmael Sunga is the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Southern African Confederation of Agricultural 
Unions (SACAU). He holds a BSc Economics degree from the University of Zimbabwe and a Masters degree in 
Strategic Management from the University of Derby (UK). He has extensive experience in several areas, 
including rural and agricultural development, small enterprise development, development planning and 
management as well as organizational development. He has previously worked in various capacities in several 
countries in Africa and abroad, including as a Research Fellow, Economist, Programme Manager, Small 
Enterprise Advisor and as a Development Consultant.  
Since joining SACAU as its CEO in 2005, Mr Sunga has presided over the growth and development of the 
organization. Membership of the organization has increased from 8 members in 5 countries in 2005 to the 
current 16 members in 12 countries, and there has been a more than a ten-fold increase in its budget. Its goal is 
to be represented in all countries in the region by 2013. Through his leadership, SACAU has become the main 
voice of farmers in southern Africa on regional, continental and global matters. The organization is recognized 
as the main policy dialogue partner for SADC, COMESA and CAADP/NEPAD on matters relating to agricultural 
development in the region. He has successfully established strategic partnership/alliances between SACAU and 
several development agencies, including the Swedish Cooperative Centre, IFAD, EC, the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, AFD, DFID, SATH, FAO and CTA. 
 
Moses Tenywa – Makerere University Agricultural Research Institute, Kabanyolo (MUARIK) 
 
Moses M. Tenywa (Ph.D) is the Director of Makerere University Agricultural Research Institute, Kabanyolo 
(MUARIK) and a Professor in the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (CAES). He holds a PhD 
major in Soil and Water from the Ohio State University, USA. Undertaken short courses in Israel, the 
Netherlands and Italy. Has supervised 20 M.Sc.  5 PhDs and serves as reviewer to several International 
Referred Journals and has published over 40 articles in referred journals, book chapters and conference 
proceedings. Lectures in Soil Physics at both graduate and undergraduate levels. Currently, the coordinator of a 
new MSc. Integrated Watershed Management Programme. Has implemented several research projects as 
Principle Investigator and collaborative partner with CGIAR staff and NARS on soil erosion, water balance, 
“Proof of IAR4D concept”, Climate change modelling and Stable isotopy studies in rice and water. He is Team 
leader to 20 member Open Distance Learning Network using ICT4D for innovating farmer extension and work 
can be found at: Website:l3fuganda.mak.ac.ug  
 
Sonja Vermeulen – Head of Research, Programme on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security 
(CCAFS), Consortium of International Agricultural Research Centres (CGIAR) 
 
Dr Sonja Vermeulen is Head of Research for the Programme on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food 
Security (CCAFS) of the Consortium of International Agricultural Research Centres (CGIAR).  Her role involves 
management and synthesis across the CCAFS Regions and Themes, and engagement in the science-policy 
interface at the global level on the tightly linked issues of climate change, agriculture and food security.  Her 
previous positions include Director of the Business and Sustainable Development Programme at the 
International Institute for Environment and Development, and scientific research positions at the World Wide 
Fund for Nature and the University of Zimbabwe.  She holds an MA in Natural Sciences from the University of 
Cambridge, an MSc in Tropical Resource Ecology from the University of Zimbabwe and a PhD in Ecology from 
Imperial College London.   
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