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Executive Summary
Japan hosted the Fourth Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD IV) this May and will chair the G8 Hokkaido-Toyako Summit to be held next week. “Development and Africa” will be one of the major topics of this year’s G8 Summit. In this context, in view of the recent global food crisis, agricultural development to enhance food security in the developing world including Africa has become one of the most urgent issues for the G8 to tackle.

TICAD IV was held on 28-30 May in Yokohama, under the main theme of “Towards a Vibrant Africa”, and attended by 51 African countries including 41 Heads of State and Government, together with the representatives of 34 other countries, 77 international organizations and representatives from the private sector, academic institutions and civil society organizations. Main issues discussed in TICAD IV were: (a) Boosting economic growth including through development of infrastructure, trade and investment and agriculture; (b) Ensuring human security including the achievement of the MDGs as well as peace consolidation and good governance; and (c) Addressing environment/climate change issues.

On agricultural development, Yokohama Action Plan, one the outcome documents of TICAD IV, states that the TICAD process will seek alignment with and support NEPAD’s Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP) agenda in the following 3 pillars: 1) enhance capacity to increase food production and agricultural productivity, 2) improve access to markets and agricultural competitiveness, 3) support sustainable management of water resources and land use. With regard to the production of the key staples, Mr. Yasuo Fukuda, Prime Minister of Japan, put out a call for action aiming to double the current rice production over the next ten years in African countries. With a wealth of experiences in rice production and international cooperation in this field, Japan is ready to work with African countries and international organizations to develop irrigation system, improve crop varieties and help build capacity of extension workers to disseminate new technologies.

Prime Minister Fukuda, addressing at the High-Level Conference on World Food Security held on 3-5 June in Rome, emphasized the need for the international community to act in solidarity to redress the imposition of export restriction and achieve greater agricultural production through medium- to long-term measures. In addition, Japan announced its readiness to release over 300 thousand tons of imported rice stockpiled by the Japanese government and also to provide additional 50 million USD to assist poor farmers to increase food production during the coming season.

In facing the issue of steep rise in food prices, in the medium- to long-term, agricultural and rural development is undoubtedly one of the key challenges. Based on the discussion and outcomes of TICAD IV and FAO High-Level Conference, Prime Minister Fukuda is determined to discuss global food security in depth in Hokkaido-Toyako next week in order for the G8 to collectively deliver a robust message that will offer assurance and confidence to the world on this important issue.
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