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Executive Summary
In last 10 years, Japan has increased its ODA support for Africa 2.4 times from 1,067 million USD in 1996 to 2,558 million USD in 2006. However, the share of agriculture and rural development in its ODA declined to 7.3%, reflecting the widespread trend for increasing emphasis on social sectors. During the Fourth Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD IV) in the last month, agriculture became one of the sectors which attracted the attention from the participants.

In TICAD IV, the “Yokohama Action Plan” was introduced as goals to be achieved and specific measures to be implemented through the TICAD process during the next five years. In this Action Plan, it was raised to enhance capacity to increase food production and agricultural productivity by increasing rice production through developing capacities to adopt systematic crop management, and new methodologies including wider use of New Rice for Africa (NERICA), aiming at doubling the rice production in African countries in ten years.

At a side event of TICADIV, the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) together with the Alliance for Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) launched “The Coalition for African Rice Development (CARD)” as one of the implementation mechanism and the framework for realizing doubling the rice production in African countries in ten years.

CARD is an initiative to support the efforts of African countries to increase rice production. It also forms a consultative group of bilateral and multilateral donors, and regional and international organizations working in collaboration with rice producing African countries. A new architecture for the promotion of rice production in Africa should be designed flexibly and innovatively, to take into account the existing condition in Africa. It should be conceived and implemented in full respect of African ownership and leadership embodied in particular in CAADP, and strong links to the African institutions and networks.

In implementing CARD, Asian experiences which achieved a green revolution during 1960s to 1980s are very useful, although the conditions prevailing in Africa and Asia are different in many aspects. In fact, Asia/Africa cooperation has already occurred in the area of rice in the form of South-South cooperation and within Asia-Africa solidarity, as enunciated in the Bandung Conference.
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