
In his introductory remarks, 
Honourable Alhaji Muhammad 
Mumuni, Secretary General, ACP 
Secretariat began by putting 
the ACP SIDS into context. 
Firstly explaining their dispersed 
geography, with ACP SIDS located 
across the Indian, Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans, secondly outlining 
their varied economic profiles, 
including low, middle and high-
income small islands in the ACP. 
Addressing the challenge of 
agricultural transformation in SIDS,  
according to Hon. Muhammad  
Mumumi,  involves exploiting the 
new opportunities in value added 
goods and services, and niche local, 
regional and international markets. 
Partnerships are essential to this 
transformation, and stakeholders 
should learn from the best practices 
of different islands, and in particular 
listen to the private sector. The 2014 
3rd International SIDS Conference in 
Samoa  presents an opportunity to 
voice ACP SIDS concerns and build 
innovative partnerships. Successes 
in the ACP group are numerous and 
should be documented, upscaled 
and used to attract investment. 
Programmes such as the new ACP 

Framework for the Development of 
the Private Sector can play a role 
in doing so in the agriculture and 
agribusiness sectors.  

Mr Pedro Henriques,  International 
Relations Officer, DG DEVCO 
(European Commission) spoke 
about the European Commission’s 
(ECs) preparation for the SIDS 
Conference in Samoa, which for 
the first time has involved the 
preparation of a Commission Staff 
Working Paper and related Council 
Conclusion on the EU’s position 
at the Samoa Conference. One of 
the objectives of the EC, both in 
preparing for the Samoa Conference 
and in working with stakeholders 
on SIDS is to have greater focus 
on the practical outcomes, and Mr 
Henriques was emphatic about  the 
role of partnerships in achieving this. 
In his opinion, the SIDS Outcome 
Document is lacking this focus, as it 
covers the entire breadth of issues 
applicable to SIDS.

In this regard, he noted that the 
EU hopes to reinforce, through 
the Private Sector Partnerships 
Forum preceding the Conference, 
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those existing and future priority 
partnerships by providing better 
and more efficient support. The 
EC has further investigated all the 
areas of support it provides to SIDS, 
and found that between 2007-
2012 the EU has allocated  €3.5 
billion through various programmes 
(bilateral, regional or thematic). 

The EC has given a stronger role 
for the regional programmes in 
the context of the preparations 
for the programming of the 2014-
2020 financial framework which 
has seen a doubling or tripling 
of the allocated funding for the 
Pacific and the Caribbean regions. 
The EC identified common issues 
of priority for the SIDS, namely 
climate change, oceans and seas, 
disaster risk reduction, biodiversity, 
sustainable energy, post-2015 
development agenda, and food 
security and nutrition.

The Director of CTA, Michael  
Hailu  gave the final introductory 
remarks, noting that this Briefing 
follows on from a joint event 
between CTA and the Embassy 
of the Eastern Caribbean States 
(ECS), held on Thursday 10 July, 
and which focused specifically on 
SIDS’ challenges and opportunities. 
As 2014 has been designated both 
the International Year of SIDS and 
the International Year of Family 
Farming, and additionally it is the 
African Year of Agriculture and 
Food Security, Mr Hailu explained 
that for CTA this is a particularly 
important year for bringing together 
these issues, to highlight ways of 

transforming the agricultural sector. 
Through the Briefing, CTA wants 
to promote building resilience in 
SIDS for food and nutrition security.  
Mr Hailu argued that this is a 
notable challenge given the limited 
agricultural scale of SIDS and their 
overreliance on imported food, 
making them vulnerable to global 
food spikes and impacts of  
climate change/variability on  
their agriculture.

This task involves the strengthening 
of SIDS agri-food sectors, which is 
also a major vehicle for job creation 
and economic growth. Engaging 
the private sector is essential, 
and Mr Hailu also spoke of the 
need to encourage the positive 
experiences that are already taking 
place and help them scale up. A key 
development is the interlinking of 
different sectors, such as tourism, 
agriculture, ICT, finance, the services 
sector (agro-tourism, transport)  
and so on representing new areas  
of economic growth and 
diversification strategies, which  
Mr Hailu championed.

CTA has therefore been supporting 
SIDS experts, farmers and other 
stakeholders to help them engage 
with these networks and share 
lessons learnt, best practices and so 
on. Furthermore, CTA is also closely 
involved in coordination with the 
UN in the preparations for the SIDS 
International Conference side event 
“Private Sector Partnerships Forum”. 
CTA is also involved extensively in 
the Caribbean through knowledge 
building platforms, the OECS Green 

Growth Strategy and the Caribbean 
Week of Agriculture. 

Mr Hailu emphasised that the 
bottom line should be changes 
taking place on the ground so 
examples from the Briefing should 
be passed on, scaled up and 
supported through mechanisms 
such as through the private 
sector under the 11th European 
Development Fund.

Panel 1: Drivers 
to enhance trade 
resilience and 
agribusiness 
development in SIDS

The Chair of the panel, H.E. Dr. 
Len Ishmael, Ambassador of 
Eastern Caribbean States  (ECS), 
congratulated the organisers for 
holding discussions in Brussels on 
the circumstances of SIDS, especially 
as 43% of the membership of the 
ACP come from SIDS. 

She began by breaking the “myth of 
paradise” which is associated with 
SIDS, which belies the challenges 
faced by people living in SIDS, such 
as their particular vulnerability 
to exogenous shocks and other 
international developments beyond 
their control. 

Specifically with regards to the 
Samoa Conference, Ambassador 
Ishmael argued that something 
must me amiss if partnerships are an  
issue that keeps on being repeated 
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at every SIDS conference. Secondly, 
she criticised the lack of initiatives 
to integrate functionally the 
uniqueness of SIDS into multilateral 
frameworks within the WTO, the 
Bretton Woods institutions, the 
ACP and other global fora where 
decisions impacting SIDS play out.  

Finally, the lack of coherence and 
focus in the agendas for the Samoa 
Conference was also picked up 
by Ambassador Ishmael. So the 
partnerships discussed at the Samoa 
Conference must be genuine or else 
the discussion on SIDS will have to 
be recast. 

Lino Briguglio, Economics 
Professor, Director Islands and 
Small States Institute at  the 
University of Malta gave the first 
presentation, on ‘Resilience to 
economic shocks: Lessons learned 
across SIDS’. He noted that SIDS 
are more exposed to shocks than 
other countries, due to their high 
level of openness to economic trade, 
dependence on a limited number of 
economic and trading products or 
services  and dependence imports 
of goods which are highly inelastic. 
Other constraints facing islands 
include transport costs, as SIDS 
are often remote or dispersed, 
highly prone to natural disasters 
and vulnerable to climate change. 
Professor Briguglio argued that 
SIDS are requesting support and 
cooperation to build their resilience. 

He presented the Vulnerability 
Index, composed of the following 
indicators: (a) high degree of trade 

openness; (b) high degree of export 
concentration; (c) dependence on 
exports and imports of key goods; 
(c) high dependence on strategic 
imports; and (d) proneness to 
natural disasters. Measuring 
resilience involves policies that 
enable a country to withstand 
shocks: (a) macroeconomic 
stability; (b) market flexibility; 
(c) good political governance; 
(d) social development and (e) 
environmental management. 

Mauritius was singled out by 
Professor Briguglio as a country 
that had managed to build its 
resilience with good policies, and 
develop macroeconomic stability. 
It is also one of the comparatively 
less vulnerable SIDS. Nevertheless, 
it is being practically punished for 
its success by exclusion from certain 
types of support. He therefore 
recommends that a vulnerability 
criterion should be included in the 
support by donors to small states, 
ensuring that SIDS are not excluded 
by virtue of having high GDP per 
capita, even if they have a high 
vulnerability status. Aid to SIDS 
should focus additionally on helping 
them build their resilience.

The trade challenges of SIDS were 
further explored by Stephen Fevrier, 
Trade Adviser, Commonwealth 
Small States Office in Geneva in his 
presentation on key implications 
for ACP SIDS in the context of the 
Doha Development Round. Three 
key dimensions are of particular 
concern for ACP SIDS: economic 
development, nutrition and food 

security (the latter two being 
intertwined). To put this issue into 
context, he discussed the structural 
weaknesses in SIDS which affect key 
export sectors. As a result of the 
loss of preferences the “artificial” 
competitiveness previously enjoyed 
by the Caribbean is now gone and 
the agricultural sector in particular, 
has been negatively affected. This 
has led to a shift by governments 
away from agribusiness to more 
profitable economic activities such 
as services. The specific impacts 
include declines in foreign exchange 
receipts from agricultural exports, 
increase in rural unemployment, 
increase in susceptibility to push-
cause effects and import driven 
inflation due to high dependence on 
imports of basic goods, a weakening 
of current account balances due to 
increases in food imports leading 
to greater food insecurity. Mr 
Fevrier also highlighted the effects 
on ancillary and allied sectors to 
agriculture which have also suffered.

In terms of responses, Mr Fevrier 
supported the earlier assertion 
that there should be space in the 
international governance to allow 
SIDS to build resilience in critical 
sectors. Two separate agricultural 
priority issues have been identified 
by SIDS in the context of the Samoa 
Conference, namely food security 
and economic resilience.  

At the WTO, agricultural 
negotiations have largely focused 
on: market access, domestic support 
and export competition. All of 
these have an impact on SIDS, and 
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domestic support through subsidies 
in developed country markets is one 
of the areas where little progress 
has been made, although the EU has 
moved towards less trade distortive 
measures. The Samoa Conference 
could furthermore be used to 
harmonise and put together a 
package that could also be advance 
at the WTO.

Veniana Qalo, Senior Trade Policy 
Specialist, Pacific Islands Forum 
Secretariat spoke about the means 
in which policies could be put into 
practice for agricultural trade in  
the Pacific. 

Ms Qalo began by arguing that wide 
ranging measures beyond trade 
liberalisation have to be pursued in 
order for all SIDS to overcome these 
shared characteristics, and further 
contended that some of the key 
challenges that SIDS face cannot be 
changed through policies alone. 

In response to this, the Pacific 
Forum Island Countries and other 
related regional organisations are 
implementing programmes for 
capacity building for agribusiness 
and through new investments 
in new economic and climatic 
resilience transport value added 
production processes.  

The structure and pattern of trade  
in agricultural products in the 
Pacific SIDS shows a decline in 
agriculture, even though a majority 
of the population in this region 
depend on subsistence farming 

or small-scale cash crops for their 
livelihood. A common concern for all 
SIDS was the future of the fisheries 
sector, which was emphasises by 
Ms Qalo as being responsible for 
at least 10% of regional GDP. This 
sector has been included in trade 
negotiations such as the Economic 
Partnership Agreement. 

In concluding, Ms Qalo spoke of 
the policy reforms and practical 
responses which are either being 
implemented or being developed 
and discussed at the regional 
level to respond to the challenges 
of agricultural trade, such as 
the Pacific Plan and the  Pacific 
Region’s Strategic Plan (Pacific 
Vision). Furthermore, sustainable 
resilience building indices should 
be integrated into the national 
trade policies or strategies of the 
PICs. Multilateral initiatives are also 
taking place to find ways to address 
transportation and logistics costs 
through the WTO Trade Facilitation 
Agreement and also the Aid for 
Trade Strategy approved by the 
Pacific Island Ministers.

Ambassador Edwin Laurent, 
Senior Advisor,  The Caribbean 
Green Economy Initiative gave his 
perspective on building resilience 
through trade and green growth. 
What SIDS are in critical need of in 
order to achieve their development 
goals, is investment. Development 
should come from increased 
economic growth that leads to 
secure jobs and  income, due to the 
production of goods and services.  

In order for these investments to  
be “sustainable or green”, they  
must lead to inclusive growth,  
which means that the jobs and 
income derived from this growth 
should allow the populations of 
SIDS to meet their social needs.  
The investments must also  
preserve, and not degrade, 
environmental resources.

Sustainable development that  
could be considered “transitioning 
to the green economy” has to be 
based on three pillars: 1- economic; 
2- social; and 3- environmental. In 
the context of SIDS, key factors 
which constrain their ability to 
profitably produce and develop are 
their small geographic, economic 
and market size, which means that 
exports are essential to handle 
increased outputs before they  
flood the local markets. As SIDS 
have limited resources, they 
therefore have to specialise. This 
makes international trade even  
more important for SIDS, and they 
have to ensure that their economic 
growth is viable, sustainable and 
globally competitive.

There are numerous avenues for 
investment into SIDS in green 
products which are now growing 
as a market, especially as demand 
increases due to an expansion in the 
awareness about climate change and 
environmental damage. Islands, such 
as Barbados which is now creating 
and exporting solar panel heaters, 
are taking advantage of this and 
other opportunities, for instance 
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also for the commercialisation 
of traditional products. In the 
services sector, tourists are seeking 
environmentally friendly, culturally 
integrated holidays. Ecotourism 
is therefore a big opportunity 
for SIDS, which some Caribbean 
countries have broached, and which 
supports small, locally owned, 
environmentally conscious hotels. 

The Caribbean experience was 
further elaborated on by Randolph 
Cato, Consultant, Eastern 
Caribbean States, who explained 
how support for trade resilience and 
successes can and has improved 
business in the ECS. Regionally, the 
Organisation of the ECS (OECS) 
aims at enlarging the operational 
space through regional integration. 
Mr Cato gave two examples of 
how private sector operators 
have responded to the challenges 
of their SIDS situation. First, in 
relation to bananas, a company 
that was responsible for marketing 
bananas, reorganised itself rather 
than closing down. It became more 
active in the production of other 
types of agricultural products and 
modernised. Second, in St Lucia, 
a small exporter of agricultural 
produce, chose to change the 
sphere in which it was operating 
in order to overcome challenges 
related to its small size. It did this by 
relocating some of its operations to 
Haiti, to export produce from there 
directly to the United States market.

In relation to the support that the 
state can provide for the private 
sector in the OECS, Mr Cato began 

with the efforts to change the 
trade-management nexus within the 
region trough the support of the 
International Finance Cooperation of 
the World Bank, addressing logistics 
and other value and supply chain 
activities, with a view to decreasing 
costs at the point of customs by 
making the whole process faster 
and more efficient. The Inter-
American Bank has, through the 
Compete Caribbean Programme, 
also supported changes in the trade 
arrangement for those who have to 
interface with trade management in 
the OECS. 

Mr Cato stressed that entrepreneurial 
adjustment is critical, and being 
a SIDS is not a barrier to taking 
advantage of opportunities. 
Secondly, the functional space of 
operation for the OECS should 
be increased, particularly through 
regional integration. Thirdly, Mr Cato 
advocated for increased efforts to 
reduce trade costs and improve 
trade management. Fourthly, SIDS 
will continue to need external 
support in order for them to make 
the necessary adjustments. Lastly, 
trade matters and is indispensable to 
the continued viability of SIDS, so all 
stakeholders must be nimble, quick 
thinking, creative and opportunistic.

Questions and comments included 
the question of graduation of SIDS 
from LDC to lower middle-income 
status, and how some SIDS had, over 
time, managed to adapt positively 
to this. A further issue was that 
the international environmental 
community had not truly embraced 

the unique complexity of SIDS as 
well as the food, and domestic 
production versus imported foods  
in the SIDS, especially in relation  
to remittances. 

Professor Briguglio emphasised the 
need to have a vulnerability criterion 
in the context of evaluating the 
status of SIDS, and further argued 
that tourism is the true link between 
agriculture and the wider economy. 
In terms of the constraints of SIDS, 
infrastructure is very costly and 
therefore, agriculture overhead 
costs in SIDS will generally be high.  
Ambassador Laurent noted the 
issue of low capital scarcity in SIDS 
creates a challenge for investment 
into the green economy. He further 
argued strongly in favour of a 
re-evaluation of the multilateral 
trading system which was never 
developed to take into account the 
special circumstances of SIDS, and 
rather favours the bigger, more 
competitive economies. Mr Cato 
spoke about the developments that 
took place during the preceding 
joint OECS-CTA event, firstly on 
graduation, and the GDP criteria. 
Secondly, on the international 
trade agenda, particularly the 
failure for SIDS to be recognised 
as a particular trading block during 
the Doha Round negotiations, 
where SIDS may face a greater 
challenge not from developed 
countries, but from other larger 
developing countries who want to 
promote solidarity and maintain a 
single developing country block. 
From the perspective of the EC, 
Mr Henriques noted that the 
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EU Council Conclusions on the 
Samoa Conference had included 
a reference on vulnerability in 
relation to all developing countries. 
Regional support has subsequently 
become a greater focus in EU 
development cooperation. Ms Qalo 
echoed the point of Ambassador 
Laurent on remittances and food 
consumption. She also elaborated 
on some of the demonstrable 
positive outcomes on remittances, 
and the different characteristics of 
various remittance sources, along 
with other relevant questions such 
as how these remittances are used 
and invested.

On the issue of SIDS lacking 
economies of scale, Mr Fevrier made 
three points: (i) in the WTO context, 
the applied tariffs for SIDS should 
not be so low as to undermine the 
external competitiveness of their 
products; (ii) limited land size calls 
for backward linkages to be made 
in the services sector, particularly 
tourism; (iii) some countries have 
taken advantage of certain high 
value market sectors such as with 
blue mountain coffee from Jamaica, 
the Spice Islands for Grenada, cocoa 
in St Lucia etc.

Panel 2: Learning 
from successes in 
agribusiness in ACP 
countries

H.E. Fatumanava Dr. Pa’olelei 
Luteru, Ambassador of Samoa 
chaired the second panel. 

The first presentation on successes 
in agribusiness in the Caribbean 
and lessons learned, was given 
by Mr Escipión Oliveira, Deputy 
Executive Director, Caribbean 
Export Development Agency 
which undertakes activities to 
help the business climate of 
CARIFORUM member states, 
by supporting infrastructure, 
promoting investment and business 
support organisations as well as 
direct access for SMEs. Mr Oliveira 
gave examples of how Caribbean 
Export is trying to support the 
private sector to achieve vertical 
and horizontal market integration, 
create strategic alliances and offer 
appealing products and services.

The first example was Jamaica 
Producers Group, previously 
the Jamaican Banana Producers 
Association, which was very strongly 
affected by the dismantling of EU 
preferences for ACP bananas. The 
Group made a lot of reforms to 
move up the value chain, upscale 
production and diversified  
product offerings. 

Second example is the cocoa 
producers of the Dominican 
Republic which faced high  
price volatility, and decided to 
respond to this by regrouping in 
a confederation (CONACADO) 
then achieved certification under 
Fair Trade and organic schemes. 
CONACADO’s initiatives have lead  
to the Dominican Republic being  
the biggest exporter globally of 
organic cocoa, and this supports  
the livelihoods of the 152 small  

farm organisation which 
CONACADO represents.

Lastly, Caribbean Export is 
also trying to brand the unique 
qualities of the Caribbean as a 
means to promote products for 
the international market using 
popular connotations of the 
region as “paradise” in terms of 
its nature, beauty, its history, its 
multiculturalism and diversity.

The experience of the private 
sector in the Pacific was given 
by Mereia Volavola, CEO,  Pacific 
Islands Private Sector Organization 
(PIPSO). Annually the Pacific 
receives 1.5 million visitors each 
year, and a very high percentage 
of the value of its imports concern 
agricultural and forest goods. Ms 
Volavola spoke to the fact that 
the majority of Pacific islands 
actually lack agricultural policies, 
and additionally, there is a lack of a 
connection between the agricultural 
and tourism sectors. In terms of 
the food industry and restaurants, 
there is a perceived unawareness of 
local produce or foods, with these 
institutions favouring international 
menus and imported ingredients. 
In fact, the hotel industry alone 
imports between 60% to 70% of its 
food. Governments in the region 
have also not established incentives 
to encourage farmers to increase 
production and improve their 
quality. Farmer’s organisations in 
the pacific are also woefully under 
established, and as a region, the 
Pacific also has a lack of data and 
documented success cases. 

Building resilience of SIDS through trade and agribusiness 
development  |  HIGHLIGHTS

6

H.E. Fatumanava Dr. Pa’olelei 
Luteru

Escipión Oliveira Mereia Volavola

http://www.jpjamaica.com/index.php?id=16
http://www.jpjamaica.com/index.php?id=16
http://conacado.com.do/


In relation to the case of Fiji, 
which Ms Volavola used as an 
example, the island is the number 
one tourist destination among the 
PIPSO countries, and its annual 
agricultural imports are worth 
approximately $31million, and so the 
government introduced incentives 
to encourage domestic agricultural 
production. This resulted in increases 
in agricultural production and 
investment into hydroponic farms, 
which have resulted in higher local 
vegetable supply to hotels and 
restaurant. The levels of importation 
of certain vegetables has 
subsequently decreased significantly, 
especially from regional producers 
such as New Zealand and Australia. 

Establishing a link with between 
agriculture and related policies 
and tourism, continues to present 
a challenge. In response, PIPSO 
has supported the private sector 
initiative by chef Robert Oliver, 
whose cookbook won the prize 
of best cookbook in the world in 
2010. He is working with hotels and 
restaurants, and local agricultural 
producers, in order to promote the 
use of indigenous and traditional 
cuisine and ingredients for the 
tourism sector, with cooking and 
presentation to the same standards 
as would be expected for other 
internationally renowned cuisines 
such as Thai or French. In addition 
to food and cuisine, PIPSO have 
also supported the development of 
essential oils and spa products for 
both export and local use for the 
tourism sector in resorts, many of 
which include and involve spas.

Mrs Maria Lailai Moi, Director, Ben’s 
Trading Ltd, Fiji gave a firsthand 
account of the experience of a 
Pacific private sector business and 
the successes in accessing export 
markets for root crops and lessons 
learned. Ben’s Trading Ltd, set up 
by Maria and Peni Moi was first 
registered in 2006, eight years 
after Mr Moi, first started selling 
yaqona/ kava, and has now become 
the largest exporter of root crops 
in Fiji and the Pacific. For Mrs Moi, 
one of the signs that marked the 
growth of the company was when 
it secured a contract for weekly 
supplies to Woolworths, Australia’s 
largest supermarket chain, and also 
Countdown supermarkets in New 
Zealand, as well as supplying to the 
United States on a fortnightly basis.  

Mrs Moi outlined three ways in 
which Ben’s Trading still manages 
to stay competitive in the market: 
quality, consistency and affordable 
pricing. In terms of quality, Ben’s 
Trading makes this a top priority 
by, for example, establishing quality 
control points in remote collection 
centres in order to minimise post 
harvest damage to crops, and 
purchasing a variety of vehicles 
(4x4 cars, trucks etc) in order to 
take produce straight from the farm 
to packhouses, then processing, 
and finally export. This benefits 
small farmers and the company 
by allowing for an increase in 
volume, whilst also cutting down 
costs. Secondly, Ben’s Trading has 
a strategy that ensures consistent 
supply. Lastly, the company strives 
to satisfy their clients’ needs and 

demands, and to encourage farmers 
to produce more, through regular 
visits to the farm gate.

There are three areas where Ben’s 
Trading has faced challenges and 
learnt valuable lessons. First, limited 
cargo capacity continues to be a 
problem, despite Fiji Airways, the 
country’s national carrier, buying 3 
new airplanes recently. Secondly, 
the road infrastructure is poor, 
which makes it difficult to access 
rural farms and production areas 
by vehicle. Thirdly, lack of electrical 
power in ports and wharfs outside 
the main island means that there 
is no processing or only partial 
processing taking place on these 
outlying islands. Lastly, bio-security 
and food security requirements are 
getting ever more complicated. 
Ben’s Trading has responded to this 
and other challenges by maintaining 
a good relationship with all its 
farmers, visiting 70,000 of them 
weekly, even in the most remote 
areas and ensuring produce is 
cashed at the farm gate.

The final presentation was given  
by Shadel Nyack Compton, 
Managing Director, Belmont  
Estate, Grenada, who spoke  
about linking small farmers  
with agribusiness, specifically 
on access to niche markets and 
branding strategies. In putting  
these developments into context,  
Ms Nyack Compton explained  
that the role of agribusiness is 
to drive rural development and 
increase agricultural productivity 
to meet social goals, of poverty 
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reduction, economic growth and 
environmental conservation. Niche 
marketing and branding involves 
supplying a good or service to 
a segment of a target group or 
customers whose needs cannot be 
met by the mainstream market. 

Farmers face challenges in terms of 
organisation and access to capital, 
as well distance from the market and 
inability to meet volume and quality 
requirements. Strong dependence 
on imported seeds, widespread 
use of harmful chemicals and 
pesticides, pests and disease and 
labour shortages all exacerbate the 
situation for farmers. The example 
of Goodfellow Farm in the Bahamas 
was given by Ms Nyack Compton to 
demonstrate how traditional, organic 
farming methods, hydroponics 
and natural fertilisers have all been 
applied to produce high quality 
salad greens and herbs, which has 
led to the creation of an outstanding 
success story.

Product specialisation and 
differentiation are essential for these 
farmers, and Ms Nyack Compton 
used the story of Grenada Chocolate 
Company, one of the partners of 
Belmont Estate producing organic 
dark chocolate, to demonstrate this.

In the case of Estate, despite 
many challenges it faced since its 
establishment in the 17th century, it 
was decided to keep it operational 
due to best practices learnt from 
regional neighbouring islands 
such as Martinique and St Lucia 
concerning agritourism. In 2002 

the Estate was opened to tourists 
to experience an organic farm, 
local culture, history, traditions and 
cuisine. It overcame serious setbacks 
due to hurricanes in 2004-5, and 
now collaborates with a non-profit 
goat dairy cheese producer and a 
cooperative of artisans making local 
produce, as well as having a credit 
union active on the Estate. 

The Estate still only has markets 
for its cocoa and nutmeg, and 
other products are still problematic 
to market and export. Ms Nyack 
Compton hoped that the Briefing 
and the Samoa Conference would 
lead to a strengthening in the 
linkages between agriculture, 
tourism and industry in order 
for these business to create the 
economic thrust needed in the  
SIDS states.

Questions included the role of the 
diaspora in promoting products 
abroad, value addition to agricultural 
products, and supportive 
government policies for agribusiness 
and agritourism, including 
sharing experiences between 
the Caribbean and the European 
overseas territories (Martinique, 
Reunion and other OCTs). Interest 
was shown in the large maritime 
exclusive economic zones and 
fisheries potential, and how this was 
being exploited. Lastly, inquiries 
were made as to the challenges of 
exporting kava to Europe. 

Mr Oliveira explained how the 
Caribbean Export supports 
Caribbean products and Caribbean 

business and manufacturing, 
including financing, training, regional 
collaborations, trade missions 
abroad and other initiatives, often 
with EU funding and with a strong 
regional focus, encompassing the 
OCTs. Furthermore, there is a broad 
scope from both the CARICOM and 
the OCTs to learn from each other, 
as links between Caribbean Export 
and the Business Forums of the 
OCTs are already well established. 
Ms Volavola responded to value 
addition in the Pacific, where 
investment is needed by farmers 
and businesses which is not easily 
accessible, but food standards, 
production and labelling have all led 
to value addition in the region.

Ms Nyack Compton spoke of 
how Granada’s government 
administrations have supported 
agritourism and ecotourism through 
the branding of Granada as “pure”, 
and other concessional support 
which has been provided mainly for 
agriculture, and some for tourism. 
The government has also provided 
some technical support for start-ups 
in agribusiness and tourism, and has 
also helped to provide support to 
access grants and financing.

In relational to kava, Ms Volavola 
noted that the EU ban on kava  
has recently been lifted, so work is 
ongoing to now reintroduce kava  
to the EU market as well as its 
ancillary value added products  
made from kava. 

Closing the panel, H.E. Ambassador 
Luteru thanked the panellists and 
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participants, and hoped that the 
outcomes of the Briefing would be 
inputted into the Private Sector 
Partnerships Forum at the Samoa 
Conference. Lastly, H.E. Ambassador 
Luteru suggested that a grouping  

of SIDS should be established,  
that is not necessarily based 
exclusively on geographic location 
or qualities, but rather on the 
challenges and opportunities they 
face. Greater partnership with the 

EU and other donors and actors 
should be pursued.

Mr Hailu concluded with some 
remarks about the practical 
outcomes of the Briefing for SIDS.
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Further information available online:
• Brussels Briefings: www.brusselsbriefings.net

•  Reader:  http://tinyurl.com/lubtvlr  

•   Report prepared by Lebo Mofolo, Research Assistant 
and Isolina Boto, Manager of CTA Brussels Office.
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http://tinyurl.com/lubtvlr

