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1. Background
Malawi, which is one of the least developed countries in the world, is threatened by climate phenomena such as floods, droughts and climate change. Recent advances in science and technology have brought about remarkable progress in our ability to develop climatic forecasts. Yet, because of inequities in the patterns of flow and use of information, the most vulnerable sectors of the population rarely benefit from the ability to anticipate future conditions. 

The communication and use of climate predictions is a crucial challenge for adaptation, particularly among illiterate subsistence farmers. It is indispensable to explore the possibilities offered by modern technology to extend the benefits of available information to all those who could benefit from it. Audiovisual media and participatory communication approaches offer a superb opportunity to do so.

The proposed pilot action aims to advance capacity to support climate adaptation among smallholder farmers through the development and use of audiovisual tools for raising awareness, training, enhancing the transfer of best practices, and improving participatory processes. The Red Cross, MetMalawi, MIM’s Audiovisual Unit and IIASA’s researchers will create a sustainable partnership for disaster management and climate adaptation in Malawi, and lay the foundations for scaling up this innovative approach in other developing countries.

2. Purpose
Use of audio visual tools to strengthen the capacity of small holder farmers in Salima District to adapt to droughts and floods.

3. Objectives 

3.1
To accelerate and enhance training/learning in risk communication, and drought adaptation strategies by smallholder farmers.

3.2 To learn from the communities on how they view and understand climate change and climate change adaptation and to build on these understandings.

4. Desired Outcomes 

· Vulnerable communities and organizations have information and knowledge about climate change, and are able to make better decisions to adapt to expected conditions.

· Continuous partnership/collaboration among stakeholder institutions.

· Development of a long term disaster response program document

· Stakeholders have a better understanding on how the community in Salima view and understand climate change and their adaptation options

5. Main outputs

· A video tool to support community-based climate change adaptation.

· User-friendly climate change information.

