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Brussels Rural Development Briefings-A series of meetings on ACP-EU development issues 

Briefing session n° 2: EC communication on “Advancing African Agriculture”

Brussels, 17th October 2007

Panel 1: What is needed to advance African Agriculture?
Advancing Agriculture in Africa: IFAD perspectives from Eastern and Southern Africa
Mr Ides DeWillebois- Director f the Eastern and Southern Africa-IFAD

Official Development Assistance (ODA), along with public investment by developing countries, in agriculture and rural development to developing countries, is declining. This is despite the fact that, on average, some 70 percent of the poor are rural,  mainly small farmers and there are high payoffs from investing in agriculture;  and agriculture projects and programmes perform as well as those in non-agriculture. The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) recognises the importance of investing in agriculture and rural development, in Africa and elsewhere. ODA from IFAD to Africa in Agriculture and Rural Development, for the period 1998-2005, exceeded USD 1400 million, placing IFAD among the largest donors to agriculture and rural development in the world.  In the Eastern and Southern Africa Region, IFAD loans are given to support projects and programmes that enable poor rural men and women to have better and sustainable access to natural resources, improved agricultural technologies, a broad range of financial services, agricultural input and produce markets, off-farm employment and enterprise development and policy processes. 
In this presentation, Ides DeWillebois will explain the rationale for IFAD investment and concrete steps that are being taken by the Eastern and Southern Africa Division to empower rural women and men to achieve higher incomes and improved food security. 
Ides DeWillebois is Director of the Eastern and Southern Africa Division of IFAD. The Division has 21 member countries in the Region, including Angola, Botswana, Burundi, Comoros, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambqiue, Namibia, Rwanda, Seychelles, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe; 5 countries are currently not borrowing. By mid-year 2007, the Division had ongoing loans comprising 46 projects or programmes of USD 756 million.
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