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Brussels Rural Development Briefings-A series of meetings on ACP-EU development issues 

Briefing session n° 2: EC communication on “Advancing African Agriculture”

Brussels, 17th October 2007

Panel 1: What is needed to advance African Agriculture?
Martin Bwalya, Lead Sustainable Land Management Specialist, NEPAD/CAADP

bwalya.martin@gmail.com
What NEPAD-CAADP and indeed the various national, regional and continental initiatives including support initiatives from the development partners, e.g. the AAA come to tell us is the turn round coming to recognise that for Africa, (sustainable) agricultural growth will underpin the attainment of the MDGs (especially food security and poverty alleviation) and remains essential in building the continent’s capital base for desired socio-economic growth.
Therefore, to realise impact from this revitalised energy and focus on agriculture, it will be important critically analyse the issues, factors – social, economic, technical, institutional, etc… that could have contributed more to the falling out of agriculture as key sector in Africa’s development agenda. This would be the same question as “what is CAADP’s value addition to the current revitalised agriculture agenda; What is different in and about CAADP; This also refers to areas/aspects of the CAADP agenda and framework that AAA could address in supporting Africa’s agriculture agenda and help realise at least the desired agricultural impact on primary development objectives – food security, poverty alleviation/income generation.
Reflecting on the above questions should start with the recognition that CAADP is far more than just a tool for resource mobilisation. Inherent to the CAADP agenda are features that call for principles and values that underline “business unusual” in how Africa itself has undertaken development. This starts from the very acknowledgement that development in Africa will be drive and realised on the back of Africa’s own commitment and driveness to move the agenda.

Specifically and within the context the AAA’s proposed action areas and strategies, the following is noted:

1. Support to outlining and strengthening partnerships as basis for mutual integrated and holistic advances on the agriculture agenda. Essential especially in an environment were development issues are so fragmented.

2. Moving to attract private sector investment into agriculture including marketing and entrepreneurship support to up-coming farming units – strengthening private sector values from within the agriculture sector.
3. One other component that need critical “business unusual” approach is the “Managing the natural resource base”. Embracing sustainable land management principles as integral to the development agenda
4. Other critical needy area, generally across the continent is in knowledge management. Critical limitations appear more striking in aspects of (i) knowledge generation/capturing and in (ii) “packaging” of knowledge for specific users. Monitoring, evaluation and documentation are generally aspects that are under-funded and many times simply omitted. This is a key component in local/Africa empowerment and strengthening of institutional capabilities of the involved regional and continental institutions (with sustained impact on agricultural productivity and ultimately empowerment of institutions and communities at various levels in driving the development and economic growth agenda).  

Finally, one important feature will be in process how the actual programs will be developed and implemented. Important for EC to directly engage lead institutions (AUC, NEPAD etc…) also recognising that these institutions are supported to internalise and streamlining and strengthen relevant capacities and competencies to engage and sustain the efforts.
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